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Hate Crimes
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On the Rise, but… 

• Broad Increase in Anti-LGBTQ+ Hate Crimes. 

• People living openly rises (EU Agency for Fundamental Rights, 2024)

• Around one in three (36 %) felt discriminated against in employment, healthcare, education, housing or 

other areas of life down by 42 % in 2019.

• In the UK, sexual orientation hate crimes rose by 18.1% while anti-trans hate crimes rise by 50% (UK 

police, 2020-2025). 

• Most hate crimes are unreported, (particularly non-violent harassment).  

• 2021 – 2022 spike: 56% in anti-trans hate crimes and 41% in sexual orientation hate crimes.
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(EAFR 2024)
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EAFR 2024
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• Bullying in schools increased from 46% to 67% across the EU
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EAFR 
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• Only 18% of respondents 
reported attacks to an 
organisation, 8% reported 
harassment to an 
organisation.

• One in eight LGBTIQ 
respondents (13 %) in the 
EU said that they were 
physically or sexually 
attacked in the 5 years 
preceding the survey 
because they are LGBTIQ. 

• Youngest respondents, and 
those who identify as 
another minority (i.e. 
disabled, migrant 
background, religious, in 
financial difficulty, etc.) are  
at higher risk
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UK Legislation 

• April 2025 Ruling on the meaning of sex: trans people excluded from single sex designated domestic 

violence/homeless shelters, medical clinics and other forms of support, no alternative support provided. 

Bars from sporting competitions

• Trans people are twice as likely to be victims of crime (UK, 2020)

• 14% refused non-transition-related healthcare on basis of gender identity (not related to transition) 

consistent in 2025, people of colour 50% more likely to be refused care; 57% avoided seeking healthcare 

(TransActual.UK, 2021). 

• 70% had mental health concerns dismissed or attributed to gender identity, 42% encountered a GP with 

openly anti-trans view. 64% avoid going to their GPs, 37% avoided A&E even in emergency. (2025 Trans 

Actual 2025) 

• Political parties look to follow US example i.e. in mandatory outing of children to parents (below, Reform 

manifesto). 
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Russia, Eastern Europe 

• Russia 

 - MangaLIB fined 160,000 Euros 

 - Between 2023-2024, far-right group Russkaya Obshina 

conducts 900 raids, 300 of which were backed by law 

enforcement (not exclusively anti-LGBTQ+). 

• Hungary’s ‘child protection laws’; bookshop restrictions, 

Pride bans (2025) (*Unbanned, set for June 27 2026!) 

• Georgia bans same sex marriage and adoption  (2025) 

• Dagestan and Chechnya purges 
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Chronicling the Crackdown
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Book Bans

• In the US, between 2023-2024 alone, 10,046 books 

were banned. Of the most banned books, 44 

percent featured characters of colour and 39 

percent featured LGBTQ+ characters. (PEN America)

• In the UK, LGBTQ+ content is most targeted

• Self-censorship to avoid conflict 

• Mix of parents and lobby groups

• Under Hungary’s Child Protection Law Books moved 

to adult section, covered in plastic.  

• Similar policies proposed in other countries, critics 

claim the policy is modeled on Russia’s. 
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https://pen.org/book-bans/
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Anti-LGBTQ+ Violence: Across the Spectrum 

• February 2020: One killed and one injured by an Islamist extremist in Dresden, Germany.

• May 2022: Two killed and at least nine injured during a shooting attack on two bars in Oslo, Norway, by a man who had pledged 

allegiance to the Islamic State (IS) group.

• October 2022: Two killed in a Terrorgram-inspired shooting attack at a queer bar in Bratislava, Slovakia.

• November 2022: Five killed and 25 injured in a neo-Nazi shooting attack at a queer bar in Colorado, US.

• May 2023: A 17-year-old Catholic integralist extremist threw an explosive device into an LGBTQ+ centre in Tours, France, but a delay 

in detonation averted casualties.

• June 2023: Three IS group sympathisers aged between 14 and 20 were arrested for planning to attack a Pride event in Vienna, 

Austria.

• June 2023: 20 members of the white supremacist group Patriot Front were arrested, and later charged with conspiracy to riot, at a 

Pride event in Idaho, US.

• August 2023: A woman who did not identify as LGBTQ+ was shot and killed by a Christian far-right extremist after displaying a pride 

flag in her shop in California.

• May 2025: A foiled plot involving improvised explosive devices (IEDs) at a Lady Gaga concert in Brazil specifically targeted the LGBTQ+ 

community and recruited minors.

• October 2025: IS- inspired attacks on Michigan gay bars foiled 

• 2025 Bautzen Pride disrupted by 700 far-right extremists; 55 targeted disruptions/threats/attacks across Germany in 2024 (Amadeu 

Antonio Foundation) 

Notably, organised groups who perpetrate anti-LGBTQ+ are often also opposed to democratic norms and pose a threat to the state. 
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https://www.dw.com/en/germany-syrian-man-charged-in-dresden-knife-attack/a-56538249
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-68542378
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/terrorgram-bratislava-attack-survivor-speaks-slovakia/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/terrorgram-bratislava-attack-survivor-speaks-slovakia/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/terrorgram-bratislava-attack-survivor-speaks-slovakia/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/nov/22/the-us-right-is-stoking-anti-lgbt-hate-this-shooting-was-no-surprise
https://www.liberation.fr/societe/police-justice/attaque-a-lexplosif-contre-le-centre-lgbt-de-tours-un-catholique-integriste-de-17-ans-en-garde-a-vue-20230601_HGS5HK37RVFU7FETUAMPA577QE/
https://www.euronews.com/2023/06/18/austrian-police-foil-alleged-islamic-state-sympathisers-plot-to-attack-vienna-pride-parade
https://www.isdglobal.org/explainers/patriot-front/
https://www.npr.org/2022/06/11/1104405804/patriot-front-white-supremacist-arrested-near-idaho-pride
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/aug/22/man-shot-california-store-owner-tore-down-pride-flag-shouted-slurs
https://www.euronews.com/culture/2025/05/07/foiled-brazilian-terrorist-plot-against-lady-gaga-gets-sinister-satanist-twist
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Online Harms

• According to a 2022 Digital Youth Index survey, LGBTQ+ youth were twice as likely to have 

experienced “trolling or abuse from strangers” online. 

• Increasing targeting of transgender people, online extremist activity spikes in tandem with 

offline developments (ISD 2025). 
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https://digitalyouthindex.uk/digital-safety-support/
https://digitalyouthindex.uk/digital-safety-support/
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Online Harms: Anti-Trans Hate

• Trans people are cast as perpetrators of 

violence and sexual violence and as threats 

to women and children, mirroring other 

forms of hate. Overlap with other forms of 

hate, i.e. antisemitic.

• Disproportionate targeting of women and 

non-white women who do not fit gender 

stereotypes, particularly female athletes 

such as Imane Khelife. 

• For Brigitte Macron (or other figures 

partners), attacking her is a way of 

attacking her husband, President Macron.

• Gender stereotypes are not only physical, 

but also relate to role, power, etc. 
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Transvestigation Disinfo 
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Storm 1516 targets Macron 
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• Macron won a libel case in 2024, 
but Owens reignited the 
conspiracy theory in 2025. 
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“A kiss between two lovers may count as PG if between a man and a woman, but 
if two men are kissing, the same act can be viewed as not safe for work.”
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Online Safety Actions

• FOSTA  (Fight Against Online Trafficking Act, 2018) 

• Disproportionate censorship of queer online spaces Youth access to queer spaces 

restricted (i.e. forums). Also an issue for e.g. sexual health, abuse information. 

• “ambiguous rules could be weaponised to target vulnerable populations”

• Small community forums shut down for risk of violating OSA etc. queer communities are 

more at risk 

• Danger of data breaches in age verification, particularly in anti-LGBTQ+ countries. 
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Online Safety Actions
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Automated Censorship 
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• Queer identifying language is either labelled potentially abusive or sexualised.

• Overcaution affects automated moderation and AI model training
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Summary

• Spectrum of ideologies promote anti-LGBTQ+ hate; rising 

hate crimes 

• Rollbacks of protections by Tech Platforms 

• Book Bans 

• Legislative Actions: Russia and US as models 

• Online Erasure – laws ostensibly protecting children and 

women lead to restriction from public spaces, online and 

offline

• Visibility of Creators restricted by shadow-banning, dual 

standards, overcaution by companies

• AI exclusion 
5 Year Overview of Anti-LGBTQ+ Hate 
Landscape



Thank you.
Contact us:

e: gf@isdglobal@isdglobal.org
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