Women in an Al-enhanced infosphere
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Al-enhanced pressure on democracy
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Disinformation: the EU's definition

Disinformation: 'verifiably false or misleading information that
is created, presented and disseminated for economic gain or to
intentionally deceive the public, and may cause public harm'.

Source: EU Action Plan Against Disinformation, 2018
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https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/action_plan_against_disinformation.pdf

FIMI

Foreign Information Manipulation and Interference (FIMI)

... a mostly non-illegal pattern of behaviour that threatens or
has the potential to negatively impact values, procedures and
political processes.

[FIMI can be conducted by] state or non-state actors, including
their proxies inside and outside of their own territory.

Source: EEAS
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https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/tackling-disinformation-foreign-information-manipulation-interference_en

Information integrity

'an information ecosystem that produces accurate, trustworthy,
and reliable information, meaning that people can rely on the
accuracy of the information they access while being exposed to
a variety of ideas'

'a positive vision of a broader information ecosystem that
respects human rights and supports open, safe, secure,
prosperous and democratic societies'.

Source: Global Declaration on Information Integrity Online, 2023
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https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/peace_security-paix_securite/declaration_information_integrity-integrite.aspx?lang=eng

Geostrategic battlegrounds

Weaponizing gender roles, family norms and social
identities to:

« Demean and degrade independent female agency

* Facilitate political repression of women

 Distort debates, erode trust in democratic systems

 Undermine democracy and rights.
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Al-enabled information manipulation

+259%

compared
to 2024

_d

of FIMI incidents involved

Al-related TTPs

Source: EEAS report on FIMI threats, March 2026
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https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026/documents/EEAS%204th%20Threat%20Report_web%20version_1.pdf

Enhancing the performance

Generative Al

 Exacerbates existing challenges (LLM bias+grooming)
 Enhances precision and scale

* Finetunes 'shock-driven' information dynamics

* Drives dopamine addiction (gateway to exploitation)
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Deepfake videos 98 % &

Other

Non-consensual
sexually explicit
deepfakes

by content type

99 % target
women

Source: Security Hero,
State of Deepfakes report (2023)
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Women in the
global Al workforce

Source: OECD, March 2026
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Men
69.45%
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https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1383292977176473&set=a.294393156066466

Elon Musk @ H vus
@elonmusk
Gad’s honest truth

) Gad Saad & @GzdSzad - May 3

This figure supports the statement that | have repeatedly made, namely that
progressive women fuel the infinity pool of Suicidal Empathy.
x.com/MichaeldArouet._.

11:58 PM - May 3, 2026 - 37.2M Views
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The EU's response
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Directive on
Combating
Violence
against
Women

European
Institute for
Gender
Equality
(EIGE)

Digital
Services Act

Strategic
Compass

FIMI toolbox
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Key legislation in EU Democracy Shield

Digital Services Act (2022) NIS2 Directive (2022)

Cybersecurity CER Directive (2023)

and critical T A
infrastructure e R
(revision - Q4 2025)

Regulation on transparency

and targeting of political
advertising (2024) and FIMI

Disinformation

Strengthened Code of practice Artificial Intelligence Act (2024)

on disinformation (2022)
DemOCl'aCY Regulation on European Political Parties
and European Political Foundations

Anti-SLAPP Directive (2024) (provisional agreement)

Foreign Direct
Foreign funding Investment Screening

Media literacy and
regulation (ongoing)

media pluralism

Directive on Interest Representation on

European Media Freedom Act (2024)
behalf of Third Countries (ongoing)

Source: Strengthening Resilience, Study, European Parliament, October 2025 o
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2025/777917/IUST_STU(2025)777917_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2025/777917/IUST_STU(2025)777917_EN.pdf

References

Women in the age of Al-enabled disinformation, EPRS 2026

Information manipulation in the age of generative artificial intelligence, EPRS 2025

EEAS report on FIMI threats 2026

How to Detect and Analyse Identity-Based Disinformation/FIMI, A Practical Guide to
Conduct Open Source Investigations, EEAS 2024

Look what you made me do: How FIMI actors weaponise pop culture, webinar,
EUDisinfolLab 2026

NATO Policy on Women, Peace and Security 2024

Gender and Identity Analysis Framework for Hybrid Threats, Royal United Services
Institute (RUSI) 2026

Fractured reality - How democracy can win the global struggle over the information
space, Publications Office of the European Union 2026

Lewandowsky, S., Internet platforms must be held accountable for their actions, Science,
February 2026

European Parliament
Directorate-General for
Parliamentary Research
Services

www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)782670
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)782670
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2026)782670
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2025)779259
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026/documents/EEAS%204th%20Threat%20Report_web%20version_1.pdf
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026/documents/EEAS%204th%20Threat%20Report_web%20version_1.pdf
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026/documents/EEAS%204th%20Threat%20Report_web%20version_1.pdf
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026/documents/EEAS%204th%20Threat%20Report_web%20version_1.pdf
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/2024/EEAS-DataTeam-OsintGuidelines-04-Digital.pdf
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/2024/EEAS-DataTeam-OsintGuidelines-04-Digital.pdf
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/2024/EEAS-DataTeam-OsintGuidelines-04-Digital.pdf
https://www.disinfo.eu/30-april-fimi-actors-weaponise-pop-culture/
https://www.nato.int/en/about-us/official-texts-and-resources/official-texts/2024/07/10/nato-policy-on-women-peace-and-security-2024
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/research-papers/gender-and-identity-analysis-framework-hybrid-threats
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC144603
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC144603
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC144603
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC144603
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.aee9835

Thank you!

naja.bentzen@europarl.europa.eu

European Parliament
Directorate-General for

\
)
)

/

N
-
A
|

¥/
Z
7

. = Parliamentary Research
www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank %: Services Y



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Key legislation in EU Democracy Shield 
	Slide 14
	Slide 15

