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Disinformation: the EU's definition

Disinformation: 'verifiably false or misleading information that 
is created, presented and disseminated for economic gain or to 
intentionally deceive the public, and may cause public harm'. 

Source: EU Action Plan Against Disinformation, 2018

https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/action_plan_against_disinformation.pdf
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FIMI

Foreign Information Manipulation and Interference (FIMI)

... a mostly non-illegal pattern of behaviour that threatens or 
has the potential to negatively impact values, procedures and 
political processes. 

[FIMI can be conducted by] state or non-state actors, including 
their proxies inside and outside of their own territory.

Source: EEAS

https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/tackling-disinformation-foreign-information-manipulation-interference_en
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Information integrity

'an information ecosystem that produces accurate, trustworthy, 
and reliable information, meaning that people can rely on the 
accuracy of the information they access while being exposed to 
a variety of ideas'

'a positive vision of a broader information ecosystem that 
respects human rights and supports open, safe, secure, 
prosperous and democratic societies'.

Source: Global Declaration on Information Integrity Online, 2023

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/peace_security-paix_securite/declaration_information_integrity-integrite.aspx?lang=eng
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Geostrategic battlegrounds

Weaponizing gender roles, family norms and social 
identities to:

• Demean and degrade independent female agency

• Facilitate political repression of women 

• Distort debates, erode trust in democratic systems

• Undermine democracy and rights.
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AI-enabled information manipulation

Source: EEAS report on FIMI threats, March 2026

https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026/documents/EEAS%204th%20Threat%20Report_web%20version_1.pdf
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Enhancing the performance

Generative AI

• Exacerbates existing challenges (LLM bias+grooming)

• Enhances precision and scale

• Finetunes 'shock-driven' information dynamics

• Drives dopamine addiction (gateway to exploitation)



www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank

Deepfake videos

by content type

Source: Security Hero, 

State of Deepfakes report (2023) 
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Women in the

global AI workforce

Source: OECD, March 2026 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1383292977176473&set=a.294393156066466
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The EU's response

Article 2 TEU

AI Act

Digital 
Services Act

Strategic 
Compass

FIMI toolbox

European 
Institute for 

Gender
Equality
(EIGE)

Directive on 
Combating

Violence
against
Women



Key legislation in EU Democracy Shield

13

Source: Strengthening Resilience, Study, European Parliament, October 2025 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2025/777917/IUST_STU(2025)777917_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2025/777917/IUST_STU(2025)777917_EN.pdf
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