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CLIMATE CHANGE, UKRAINE AND EUROPEAN UNION 
ARE THE MOST TARGETED TOPICS BY DISINFORMATION 
IN AUGUST 

* Organizations that contributed to this brief: 15min, AFP, APA, CORRECTIV, Delfi Lithuania, Delfi Estonia, Demagog 
Poland, Demagog Czech Republic, Demagog Slovakia, Deutsche Welle, dpa, Ellinika Hoaxes, Faktabaari, Faktisk.no, 
FactReview, Funky Citizens, Greece Fact Check, Källkritikbyrån, Knack, Lakmusz, Maldita.es, Newtral, Oštro, Pagella 
Politica/Facta, Polígrafo, Pravda Association, Re:Baltica, TjekDet, The Journal FactCheck, VerificaRTVE, Verificat.

The 31 organizations* part of the EDMO fact-checking network that contributed 
to this brief published a total of 1.441 fact-checking articles in August 2025. Out 
of these articles, 127 (9%) focused on climate change-related disinformation; 
99 (7%) on Ukraine-related disinformation; 90 (6%) on disinformation related 
to the EU; 90 (6%) on disinformation related to immigration; 79 (5%) on the 
conflict involving Israel and Hamas in Gaza; 49 (3%) on COVID-19-related 
disinformation; and 18 (1%) on disinformation about LGBTQ+ and gender 
issues. 

The most targeted topic by disinformation in the month of August has been 
climate change, in line with the growing trend registered the past month. False 
news related to the war in Ukraine and to the European Union have also 
increased, as it happened with disinformation on the crisis in Gaza, with the 
ongoing narrative – detected in July – that the famine is either not real or widely 
exaggerated. 

While the shares of false stories related to immigration and LGBTQ+ issues 
have decreased compared to last month, disinformation about the other topics 
monitored by these briefs remained stable. 
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https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/EDMO-Horizontal-.pdf#page=5
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DISINFORMATION TARGETING THE EUROPEAN 
UNION AND THE WAR IN UKRAINE INCREASES

The most viral disinformation claim detected in August, according to the 
data gathered by EDMO, is the AI-generated picture of European leaders 
waiting in a corridor of the White House for a meeting with Trump (see 
slide n.7). Trump’s diplomacy, in particular the summit with Putin in 
Alaska and the following meetings with European leaders in August, 
enhanced the virality of this and other claims aimed at ridiculing and 
belittling the European Union, or depicting its members as warmongers. 
Among these, European fact-checkers detected an AI-generated clip 
of the Romanian PM saying that Romania will officially enter the conflict 
in Ukraine in a move decided together with NATO and EU allies or 
a video claiming Moldovan troops are “dying on a foreign front”. 
In general, pro-Russian disinformation has contributed to spreading this 
image of a militarized and aggressive Europe, with false stories featuring, 
for example, British military officers captured during
a Russian raid in Ukraine. 

Although August marked the beginning of tariffs enforcement between 
the USA and the EU, this topic seems to have been temporarily left out 
from disinformation narratives. Nonetheless, traditional disinformation 
narratives about the EU kept circulating, with false news demonising 
it as a digital dictatorship and a realm of LGBTQ+ indoctrination, or 
ridiculing its directives.

https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/to-zdjecie-przywodcow-ze-szczytu-w-bialym-domu-uwazaj-na-obrazek-ai/
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/klastote/suklastotu-europos-lyderiu-atvaizdu-sieke-is-ju-pasisaipyti-120141847
https://factreview.gr/2025/08/24/photo-showing-eu-leaders-waiting-in-lobby-at-white-house-is-ai-generated/
https://www.facta.news/antibufale/macron-capo-chino-casa-bianca-trump
https://www.factual.ro/dezinformari-retele-sociale/fals-bolojan-ar-anunta-ca-romania-va-intra-in-razboi/
https://www.factual.ro/dezinformari-retele-sociale/fals-bolojan-ar-anunta-ca-romania-va-intra-in-razboi/
https://verificat.afp.com/doc.afp.com.69JP7CQ
https://www.factchecker.gr/2025/08/04/the-russian-army-did-not-captured-a-group-of-british-nato-officers/
https://www.factchecker.gr/2025/08/04/the-russian-army-did-not-captured-a-group-of-british-nato-officers/
https://provjeracinjenica.afp.com/doc.afp.com.69ZR2CQ
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/unia-kaze-montowac-pisuary-w-damskich-toaletach-nie-ma-takiego-obowiazku/
https://demagog.sk/eu-nezakazala-polievkove-taniere-vacsie-ako-21-cm-tvrdenie-pochadza-zo-satirickej-stranky
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In line with false narratives surrounding the peace talks and targeting 
the EU, disinformation on the war in Ukraine exaggerated the 
rapprochement of the US and Russia, with a false video of American 
fighter jets in Alaska to honour Russian President Vladimir Putin. 
As previously mentioned, the distancing between the USA and the 
EU has been hyperbolised, and various false claims sowing discord 
between Ukraine and its allies have been spread. Among these, a 
false story according to which Ukraine is using Estonian airspace, the 
claim  that Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky sold the city of 
Odessa to Italy, and a video of Zelensky commenting on the West’s 
conspiracy against him. 

With the aim of undermining European support to Ukraine, the reality 
within the country has also been misrepresented, with a fake survey 
showing that more than 80% of Ukrainians want an end to the war 
even at the cost of territorial concessions, and a claim that 400,000 
soldiers have deserted the Ukrainian army.

https://factcheckgreek.afp.com/doc.afp.com.728U6WE
https://factcheckgreek.afp.com/doc.afp.com.728U6WE
https://epl.delfi.ee/artikkel/120399876/faktikontroll-kas-ukraina-kasutab-eesti-ohuruumi-venemaa-rundamiseks-lukkame-kahtlused-umber
https://www.factual.ro/dezinformari-retele-sociale/context-lipsa-zelensky-ar-fi-vandut-odesa-italienilor/
https://www.factual.ro/dezinformari-retele-sociale/context-lipsa-zelensky-ar-fi-vandut-odesa-italienilor/
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/klastote/kremliaus-paskelbtoje-klastoteje-zelenskis-rusiskai-prakalbo-apie-pries-ji-rengiama-samoksla-120133307
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/klastote/kremliaus-paskelbtoje-klastoteje-zelenskis-rusiskai-prakalbo-apie-pries-ji-rengiama-samoksla-120133307
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/ukrajinci-si-preji-rychly-konec-valky-ne-vsak-za-cenu-uzemnich-ustupku-prispevek-cituje-smysleny-vyzkum
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/ukrajinci-si-preji-rychly-konec-valky-ne-vsak-za-cenu-uzemnich-ustupku-prispevek-cituje-smysleny-vyzkum
https://demagog.sk/ukrajinska-poslankyna-na-videu-hovorila-o-400-tisic-pripadoch-neopravneneho-opustenia-jednotky-nie-o-dezercii
https://demagog.sk/ukrajinska-poslankyna-na-videu-hovorila-o-400-tisic-pripadoch-neopravneneho-opustenia-jednotky-nie-o-dezercii
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INCREASING TEMPERATURES, INCREASING 
CLIMATE DISINFORMATION 

In line with last month’s trend, EDMO fact-checkers registered an 
increase of false stories related to climate change. Interestingly, the 
political aspect infiltrated false claims related to extreme events, and 
pro-Russian disinformation took hold of environmental false stories 
as well: for example, Ukraine is depicted as the culprit of extreme rain 
registered in Lithuania. In Greece and in Portugal, instead, Russia has 
been portrayed as a benevolent power, since it allegedly offered to send 
water bombers and help locals against wildfires.   

Cyclical disinformation narratives surrounding wildfires spread in 
particular throughout the Mediterranean countries, with references 
to conspiracy theories about laser beams or supposed plans of land 
rezoning; in Spain, a false story regarding the alleged arson on behalf 
of a foreign citizen widely circulated (something similar happened in 
Greece in August 2023, with dire consequences in the real world). 
Disinformation actors also focused on the alleged absurd measurements 
taken by governments to tackle climate change: the UK is allegedly 
planning to introduce CO2 passports by 2040, which will restrict 
citizens’ travel abroad, and the Belgian town of Knokke has been under 
a climate lockdown.

https://edmo.eu/publications/monthly-fact-checking-brief-no-50-is-out/
https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/vel-uzkliuvo-ukraina-sikart-apkaltino-atputus-debesu-su-derliu-niokojanciu-lietumi-56-2506398
https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/vel-uzkliuvo-ukraina-sikart-apkaltino-atputus-debesu-su-derliu-niokojanciu-lietumi-56-2506398
https://www.factchecker.gr/2025/08/14/greek-wildfires-misinformation-examples/
https://www.factchecker.gr/2025/08/14/greek-wildfires-misinformation-examples/
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2025/08/21/ochi-i-portogalia-den-zitise-ti-syndromi-rosikon-pyrosvestikon-aeroskafon-beriev
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2025/08/21/ochi-i-portogalia-den-zitise-ti-syndromi-rosikon-pyrosvestikon-aeroskafon-beriev
https://proveri.afp.com/doc.afp.com.69YY2CQ
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20250819/incendio-dron-rayo-leon/
https://www.verificat.cat/un-article-sobre-plans-urbanistics-a-tarifa-tergiversat-per-alimentar-la-conspiracio-de-requalificacio-del-sol-despres-dincendis/
https://www.verificat.cat/un-article-sobre-plans-urbanistics-a-tarifa-tergiversat-per-alimentar-la-conspiracio-de-requalificacio-del-sol-despres-dincendis/
https://maldita.es/buloteca/respuesta/detienen-a-un-menor-de-edad-extranjero-por-provocar-8-incendios-forestales-en-galicia
https://maldita.es/buloteca/respuesta/detienen-a-un-menor-de-edad-extranjero-por-provocar-8-incendios-forestales-en-galicia
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/EDMO-27-Horizontal-FCB.pdf#page=5
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/melas/sylantis-klimatas-pakurste-kalbas-apie-kelioniu-ribojimus-gyventojams-kiek-tame-tiesos-120131900
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/melas/sylantis-klimatas-pakurste-kalbas-apie-kelioniu-ribojimus-gyventojams-kiek-tame-tiesos-120131900
https://proveri.afp.com/doc.afp.com.69YV8T6
https://proveri.afp.com/doc.afp.com.69YV8T6
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The percentage of disinformation stories using AI-generated content 
remained stable in August, along with the previous months’ record. Out of 
1.441 fact-checking articles, 147 addressed the use of this technology in 
disinformation, representing 10% of the total. 

In recent months, users have increasingly turned to AI chatbots as fact-
checkers, inadvertently contributing to the spread of disinformation. 
Specifically, images coming from Gaza and showing Palestinians’ suffering 
have been wrongfully attributed to different contexts. In another example, 
Grok AI has described the photo of a poor family during Franco’s regime 
in Spain as being taken in the United States. Other disinformation claims 
involving the use of AI include a doctored video of the Pride manifestation 
in London with an AI-generated violent man attacking people marching, 
and the photos of an alleged Ukrainian activist who joined anti-corruption 
protests with a dog and the sign “I am a dog, and Zelensky is a mutt”.

THE LEVEL OF AI-GENERATED DISINFORMATION 
STAYS HIGH 

https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.68R79KE
https://www.newtral.es/foto-familia-franquismo-grok/20250827/
https://www.newtral.es/foto-familia-franquismo-grok/20250827/
https://fakty.afp.com/doc.afp.com.726649J
https://fakty.afp.com/doc.afp.com.726649J
https://rus.delfi.ee/statja/120395191/pravda-li-chto-aktivistu-prishedshemu-na-miting-v-kieve-s-sobakoy-predyavili-obvinenie-v-zhestokom-obrashchenii-s-zhivotnymi
https://rus.delfi.ee/statja/120395191/pravda-li-chto-aktivistu-prishedshemu-na-miting-v-kieve-s-sobakoy-predyavili-obvinenie-v-zhestokom-obrashchenii-s-zhivotnymi


European Digital Media Observatory 

THE four FALSE STORIES WITH THE WIDEST CIRCULATION IN THE 
EU IN august, BASED ON tHE FACT-CHECKERS' REPORTS, WERE:

NOT EU

EU + Norway

EU+ Norway - No data  

AI-generated image of European leaders waiting in a corridor of 
the White House for a meeting with Trump

Real images and videos showing Palestinian victims of Israel’s 
military actions are framed as “false”

Algerian boxer Imane Khelif announced her withdrawal from 
competitions because of the mandatory genetic tests

Dramatic slowdown in melting of Arctic sea ice proves climate 
change is a hoax

https://rus.delfi.ee/statja/120398130/pravdivo-li-eto-foto-evropeyskih-liderov-ozhidayushchih-vstrechi-s-donaldom-trampom-v-koridore-belogo-doma
https://rus.delfi.ee/statja/120398130/pravdivo-li-eto-foto-evropeyskih-liderov-ozhidayushchih-vstrechi-s-donaldom-trampom-v-koridore-belogo-doma
https://factreview.gr/2025/08/24/fake-claims-about-staged-photos-in-food-dist-points-in-gaza/
https://factreview.gr/2025/08/24/fake-claims-about-staged-photos-in-food-dist-points-in-gaza/
https://www.facta.news/antibufale/imane-khelif-competizione-test-genetici
https://www.facta.news/antibufale/imane-khelif-competizione-test-genetici
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.728989E
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.728989E
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THE MOST SIGNIFICANT DISINFORMATION 

STORIES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEl:

Mohamed is the most
common name among
newborns in Catalonia

People wanting to obtain 
citizenship and the right to vote 

by mail only need to identify 
themselves as a descendant of

a former Czech citizen

 Norway has seen
a dramatic increase

in youth crime

Italy has withdrawn from
the 2015 Paris Climate

Agreement

https://www.verificat.cat/mohamed-no-es-el-nom-mes-posat-als-nounats-a-catalunya-com-assegura-garriga-son-sofia-i-marti/
https://www.verificat.cat/mohamed-no-es-el-nom-mes-posat-als-nounats-a-catalunya-com-assegura-garriga-son-sofia-i-marti/
https://www.verificat.cat/mohamed-no-es-el-nom-mes-posat-als-nounats-a-catalunya-com-assegura-garriga-son-sofia-i-marti/
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/narok-na-ceske-obcanstvi-ma-jen-mala-cast-krajanu-armadu-volicu-nevytvori
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/narok-na-ceske-obcanstvi-ma-jen-mala-cast-krajanu-armadu-volicu-nevytvori
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/narok-na-ceske-obcanstvi-ma-jen-mala-cast-krajanu-armadu-volicu-nevytvori
https://www.faktisk.no/faktasjekk/har-noreg-meir-ungdomskriminalitet-enn-for/126174
https://www.faktisk.no/faktasjekk/har-noreg-meir-ungdomskriminalitet-enn-for/126174
https://www.faktisk.no/faktasjekk/har-noreg-meir-ungdomskriminalitet-enn-for/126174
https://www.facta.news/antibufale/italia-esce-accordo-clima-parigi
https://www.facta.news/antibufale/italia-esce-accordo-clima-parigi
https://www.facta.news/antibufale/italia-esce-accordo-clima-parigi
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METHODOLOGY

The information contained in this brief was collected via a 
questionnaire sent to the fact-checking organizations that are part 

of the EDMO fact-checking network. 

Reference period: 1-31 August 2025. Number of respondents: 31. 
Main editors of this brief: Lucia Bertoldini and Tommaso Canetta, 

Pagella Politica/Facta. 
For further information: t.canetta@pagellapolitica.it.

EDMO has received funding
from the European Union
under Contract number: “LC-01935415”

https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-community/
mailto:t.canetta%40pagellapolitica.it?subject=

