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DISINFORMATION ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE HALVES, 
WHILE FALSE STORIES ABOUT UKRAINE AND COVID-19 
INCREASE SLIGHTLY

* Organizations that contributed to this brief: 15min, AFP, APA, Correctiv, Delfi, Demagog.cz, Demagog.pl, Demagog.sk, DPA, 
Eesti Päevaleht, EFE Verifica, Ellinika Hoaxes, Fact Check Cyprus, Factcheck Vlaanderen, Factico, FactReview, Faktisk, 
Funky,  Greece Fact Check, Källkritikbyrån, InfoVeritas, Lakmusz, Logically Facts, Maldita, Newtral, Oštro, PagellaPolitica/
Facta, Polígrafo, Pravda, Re:Baltica, The Journal Fact-Check, TjekDet, VerificaRTVE, Verificat

The 31 organizations* part of the EDMO fact-checking network that contributed 
to this brief published a total of 1.481 fact-checking articles in December 2024. 
Out of these articles, 130 (9%) focused on Ukraine-related disinformation; 87 
(6%) on climate change-related disinformation; 83 (5%) on disinformation related 
to the EU; 22 (1%) on the Middle Eastern regional conflict; 75 (6%) on COVID-
19-related disinformation; 52 (3%) on disinformation related to immigration; and 
35 (2%) on disinformation about LGBTQ+ and gender issues. 

Disinformation on climate issues more than halved in December. The 13% 
recorded in November, largely due to false stories about the floods in Spain, fell 
to 6% in one month. The percentage of disinformation related to the conflict in 
the Middle East continued to decline, reaching its lowest level since the start of 
dedicated monitoring in October 2023.  

The percentage of disinformation related to the war in Ukraine increased slightly, 
as did false stories on COVID-19-related issues. The shares of false information 
about the other constantly monitored topics remained almost stable. 
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DISINFORMATION ABOUT THE FALL OF THE ASSAD 
REGIME IN SYRIA

In December, a number of false stories concerned Syria, where opposition forces 
overthrew President Bashar al-Assad’s regime, seizing Damascus and prompting 
Assad to flee to Russia, ending over 50 years of Assad family rule.  The surge 
of false news coincided with Syria being a prominent topic in European media 
outlets – a typical pattern where disinformation tends to follow widespread media 
coverage. Most of the false content circulated on social media in EU languages 
appeared to be clickbait, with various alleged photos and videos of Assad himself, 
freed prisoners, secret prisons, torture sites, and barbaric executions. The vast 
majority of these misleading claims used out-of-context images or videos, but in 
some cases AI was involved. 

Other false stories sought to exaggerate the negative consequences of the change 
of power. For example, fear-mongering and spreading islamophobia about the 
arrival in the EU of masses of Syrian refugees willing to impose their culture, 
or claiming that political change led to worsening conditions for women in the 
country. However, at the moment, there is no concrete evidence that Russia, a key 
ally of Assad and the savior of his regime in 2015, has launched a hybrid warfare 
or disinformation campaign targeting the new Syrian authorities. This absence of 
activity may be tied to ongoing negotiations concerning Russian military bases in 
Syria and the broader future of Damascus-Moscow relations. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c9vkmp11mrmo
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20241210/desinformaciones-caida-regimen-bashar-al-asad-siria/
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/12/18/vinteo-pou-kykloforei-den-apeikonizei-kratoumenous-pou-apeleftherothikan-prosfata-sti-syria/
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/12/11/kykloforise-i-proti-fotografia-tou-basar-al-asant-sti-rosia-opou-tou-chorigithike-asylo/
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36PY6AB
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/12/21/vinteo-den-deichnei-antra-na-prospoieitai-tin-apeleftherosi-tou-apo-tis-fylakes-tou-asant/
https://www.tjekdet.dk/faktatjek/stammer-dette-billede-fra-berygtet-faengsel-i-syrien
https://verifica.efe.com/no-se-encontraron-celdas-secretas-niveles-subterraneos-prision-sednaya-siria/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/241202-99-204308/
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/12/27/deixnei-auto-to-video-tin-ektelesi-tou-suleiman-hilal-al-assad-ksaderfou-tou-bashar-al-assad/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/czy-to-zdjecia-z-syryjskiego-wiezienia-niektore-obrazy-to-dzielo-ai/
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36QC2H2
https://www.newtral.es/video-refugiados-sirios-europa-fake/20241211/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/imagens-mostram-novos-fluxos-gigantescos-de-refugiados-sirios-a-chegar-a-europa/
https://napravoumiru.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36T82C3
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20241218/siria-ministro-justicia-prohibe-juezas/
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CHRISTMAS MARKETS AND ISLAMOPHOBIA, 
MASS SHOOTING AND TRANSPHOBIA

In the wake of the December 20, 2024, attack at the Magdeburg 
Christmas market, in Germany, which tragically claimed six lives, 
a wave of disinformation emerged, exploiting the incident to 
promote Islamophobic and anti-migrant narratives. Social media 
posts falsely claimed that the attack was orchestrated by ISIS or 
that the attacker shouted “Allahu Akbar” during the arrest, with 
a widely shared video supposedly proving it, but debunked as 
fabricated. The authorities found that the attacker was instead 
radicalized with extreme right propaganda. Similarly, an accident 
occurred at a Christmas market in Bordeaux, France, where an 
unprovoked fire broke out before the opening, has been exploited 
to claim online that it was set by “Islamic extremism”. Other false 
news tried to compare what happened in Germany with alleged 
Christmas markets in Hungary, which reportedly were completely 
safe, unlike German ones. 

Beyond specific incidents, false stories reinforced broader anti-
migrant sentiments and long-running false narratives depicting 
migrants as opposed to Western traditions (like Christmas) 
and democratic values. Decontextualized images were used to 
purport ongoing massive anti-government protests in Poland, 
allegedly resulting in very crowded rallies against migration and 
in defense of Christianity. This specific false story circulated 
in Germany, France, Spain, Lithuania, Greece, and other EU 
countries.

In the aftermath of the school shooting in Wisconsin on 
December 16, 2024, false content targeted the LGBTQ+ 
community, claiming that the perpetrator, a woman, was a 
transgender woman. This follows a now-familiar disinformation 
pattern: after mass shootings, false narratives often blame a 
secondary target. For example, in the US, following the New 
Orleans shooting on January 1, 2025, immigrants became the 
scapegoat. Similarly, in the UK last August, disinformation after a 
violent incident fueled riots against migrants. 

LGBTQ +

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cql5nlrp374o
https://info-veritas.com/desinformacion-isis-atentado-magderburgo/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20241226/atentado-alemania-allahu-akbar-magdeburgo/
https://www.dw.com/de/faktencheck-nein-der-magdeburg-attent%C3%A4ter-rief-nicht-allahu-akbar/a-71144686
https://www.dw.com/de/faktencheck-nein-der-magdeburg-attent%C3%A4ter-rief-nicht-allahu-akbar/a-71144686
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cy09y32rlnxo
https://www.newtral.es/bulo-incendio-mercado-burdeos/20241217/
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20241216/no-hay-pruebas-este-incendio-haya-sido-provocado-nombre-del-extremismo-islamico/16374169.shtml
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20241216/no-hay-pruebas-este-incendio-haya-sido-provocado-nombre-del-extremismo-islamico/16374169.shtml
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/241210-99-287292/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/241210-99-287292/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20241226/no-la-mujer-de-la-foto-no-es-una-madre-espanola-durmiendo-en-la-calle-con-su-hijo-de-4-anos-es-rumana/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/no-periodo-de-um-mes-houve-quatro-casos-de-mulheres-sequestradas-e-violadas-na-via-publica-durante-a-noite-nas-caldas-da-rainha/
https://www.newtral.es/cartel-mujer-blanca-campana/20241223/
https://verifica.efe.com/cartel-pide-alemanas-vestir-velo-no-fue-creado-por-musulmanes/
https://www.newtral.es/manifestantes-polonia-video-enganoso/20241223/
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36RA89W
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36PC8B3
https://info-veritas.com/desinformacion-marcha-religiosa-polonia/
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/manipuliacija/ar-tikrai-300-tukst-lenku-surenge-masinius-protestus-pries-migrantus-120069483
https://factreview.gr/2024/12/23/fake-claims-that-germany-car-attack-in-magdeburg-was-perpetrated-by-islamist/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20241218/samantha-hyde-chica-trans-tiroteo-wisconsin/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/new-orleans-vehicle-crash-bourbon-street-crowd-casualties-shooting/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/new-orleans-vehicle-crash-bourbon-street-crowd-casualties-shooting/
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/EDMO-39-Horizontal.pdf
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/EDMO-39-Horizontal.pdf
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OTHER RELEVANT NARRATIVES

On December 6, the Romanian Supreme Court annulled the 
first round of the presidential election because, according to 
Romanian intelligence, Călin Georgescu, a barely known pro-
Kremlin candidate, used to spreading conspiracies, violated 
Romanian electoral laws and gained an unexpected vote 
percentage thanks to Russian interference. The operation 
included cyber attacks on electronic voting infrastructure and 
disinformation campaigns on various platforms, especially 
TikTok. The situation has been exploited in other countries to 
claim that the annulment is part of a coup d’état, with Georgescu 
supporters allegedly being arrested massively, while in Romania 
political disinformation is viral and suggests that the country is 
entering the war in Ukraine or that citizens are endangered by 
NATO.

The false narratives circulated in November about an alleged 
imminent escalation of the war in Ukraine continued to spread 
in December, suggesting an approaching World War III and the 
Europeans’ interest in broadening the magnitude of the conflict. 
This is accompanied by a multitude of well-known Russian 
propaganda messages, such as that Ukrainians are enriching 
themselves (see also slide 7), that the media coverage is 
imposed and biased, and that Ukraine is an authoritarian state. 

The publication of a report by the US Parliament on the 
pandemic and the pick by US President-elect Trump of a known 
antivaccinist as Secretary of Health and Human Services have 
been exploited to falsely suggest that the US admitted the 
existence of conclusive evidence showing the virus was man-
made and that the vaccination campaign was untested and 
murderous. At the same time, a number of conspiracies about 
vaccines resurfaced, claiming basically that they are dangerous 
and harm citizens.  

https://edition.cnn.com/2024/12/06/europe/romania-annuls-presidential-election-intl/index.html
https://www.factual.ro/declaratii/ce-nu-am-verificat-la-prezidentiale-23-de-afirmatii-ce-ne-privesc-pe-toti/
https://www.facta.news/articoli/elezioni-romania-disinformazione
https://www.facta.news/articoli/elezioni-romania-disinformazione
https://www.faktisk.no/artikkel/slik-har-georgescu-brukt-tiktok-i-valgkampen/122115
https://www.faktisk.no/artikkel/slik-har-georgescu-brukt-tiktok-i-valgkampen/122115
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/12/23/vinteo-apeikonizei-mazikes-syllipseis-ypostirikton-tou-georgescu-apo-ti-roumaniki-astynomia/
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/12/23/vinteo-apeikonizei-mazikes-syllipseis-ypostirikton-tou-georgescu-apo-ti-roumaniki-astynomia/
https://verificat.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36PA3KG
https://www.factual.ro/dezinformari-retele-sociale/fals-romania-s-ar-pregati-sa-intre-in-razboi/
https://www.factual.ro/dezinformari-retele-sociale/context-lipsa-nato-si-armata-romana-ar-putea-a-folosi-munitie-impotriva-cetatenilor-pentru-apararea-institutiilor-statului/
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/EDMO-Horizontal-42.pdf#page=7
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/melas/ar-tikrai-nuo-naujuju-lietuvoje-ivedamas-visuotinis-saukimas-120068990
https://demagog.sk/predseda-vojenskeho-vyboru-nato-nepovedal-ze-aliancia-ma-plany-preventivneho-utoku-na-rusko
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36PH69A
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/241218-99-370050/
https://www.delfi.lt/news/klastote/ar-tikrai-protestuose-sakartvele-dalyvauja-pasamdyti-aktyvistai-120072142
https://fakty.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36PD36Y
https://info-veritas.com/desinformacion-rusia-desarrollo-vacuna-cancer/
https://tenykerdes.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36RD3WE
https://factcheckgreek.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36PN7H9
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/czy-w-kijowie-otwarto-nowy-stok-narciarski-to-falszywa-informacja/
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/klastote/ar-tikrai-bbc-vedeja-viesai-pasake-kad-nusisaus-jei-dar-karta-kalbes-apie-ukraina-120071827
https://epl.delfi.ee/artikkel/120342837/faktikontroll-kas-zelenskoi-ei-korralda-valimisi-et-pusida-voimul-ei-seadus-keelab-valimised-sojaseisukorra-ajal
https://factico.org/fact-checks/ciencia/informe-comite-camara-eeuu-no-confirmo-covid19-creado-en-laboratorio/
https://factico.org/fact-checks/ciencia/informe-comite-camara-eeuu-no-confirmo-covid19-creado-en-laboratorio/
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/11/14/robert-f-kennedy-jr-trump-hhs-secretary-pick-00188617
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/11/14/robert-f-kennedy-jr-trump-hhs-secretary-pick-00188617
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/12/16/i-epitropi-tou-kogkresou-den-epivevaiose-oti-o-sars-cov-2-einai-anthropino-kataskevasma/
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/12/16/i-epitropi-tou-kogkresou-den-epivevaiose-oti-o-sars-cov-2-einai-anthropino-kataskevasma/
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/12/16/i-epitropi-tou-kogkresou-den-epivevaiose-oti-o-sars-cov-2-einai-anthropino-kataskevasma/
https://factcheckgreek.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36QX73B
https://factcheckgreek.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36QX73B
https://factchecknederland.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36QW72C
https://factico.org/fact-checks/salud/no-las-vacunas-de-arnm-contra-covid-19-no-favorecen-el-desarrollo-de-cancer/
https://demagog.sk/hruska-obsahuje-50-krat-viac-formaldehydu-nez-vakcina
https://www.factual.ro/dezinformari-retele-sociale/fals-armata-australiana-ar-injecta-oamenii/
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The percentage of disinformation stories using AI-generated content 
slightly increased in December. Out of 1.481 fact-checking articles, 72 
addressed the use of this technology in disinformation, representing 5% 
of the total. The values in previous months highlight a fluctuating trend for 
this disinformation technique, but always relatively low. 

Aside from the already mentioned cases about Syria, false stories 
involving AI-generated content concerned the alleged intimacy between 
the current German Chancellor and Ukraine president Zelensky, a fight 
between Austrian politicians, and people walking in the Thessaloniki 
metro tunnel. The release by X of Grok, an image-generation model 
without restrictions, has been used to flood the platform with hyper-
realistic AI-generated images, also to spread racism. 

AI-GENERATED DISINFORMATION

https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2024/12/12/syrien-dieses-foto-zeigt-keinen-gefangenen-aus-dem-sednaya-gefaengnis/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/241211-99-300204/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/241211-99-300204/
https://apa.at/faktencheck/apa-faktencheck-ki-generiertes-video-zeigt-raufende-parteichefs/
https://apa.at/faktencheck/apa-faktencheck-ki-generiertes-video-zeigt-raufende-parteichefs/
https://factcheckgreek.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36QK23G
https://factcheckgreek.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36QK23G
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20241213/grok-inteligencia-artificial-riesgo-su-potencial-para-desinformar/16371778.shtml
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20241213/grok-inteligencia-artificial-riesgo-su-potencial-para-desinformar/16371778.shtml
https://www.facta.news/articoli/grok-intelligenza-artificiale-razzismo-calcio
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THE FOUR FALSE STORIES WITH THE WIDEST 
CIRCULATION IN THE EU IN DECEMBER, BASED 
ON tHE FACT-CHECKERS' REPORTS, WERE:

Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelensky bought the hotel Palace des 
Neiges in the ski resort of Courchevel, France, for 88 million euros

Hollywood stars (Mel Gibson, Denzel Washington, Robert Downey Jr. etc) 
joined an “anti-Woke” production studio

Highly contagious unknown virus kills 79 in Congo after the distribution of 
Bill Gates Foundation’s vaccine

Trump wants to ban all George Soros’ organizations from American 
politics

NOT EU

EU + Norway

EU+ Norway - No data  

https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/volodymyr-zelensky-comprou-um-hotel-de-88-milhoes-de-euros-na-estancia-de-esqui-de-courchevel-na-franca/
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36QG64F
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/241223-99-410769/
https://www.facta.news/antibufale/trump-bandire-organizzazioni-soros
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THE MOST SIGNIFICANT VERIFIED DISINFORMATION 
STORIES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEl:

  

Portugal issued a commemorative 
CR7 Euro coin worth 7 euros to 

honor Cristiano Ronaldo.

Christine Lagarde, president of 
the European Central Bank (ECB), 
talked about “eliminating cash” to 

“stop climate change”.

 Denmark banned 
rainbow flags.

https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/12/09/kykloforei-i-portogalia-nomisma-me-ton-kristiano-ronalnto/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20241227/christine-lagarde-banco-central-europeo-eliminar-efectivo/
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36QY9UG
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METHODOLOGY

The information contained in this brief was collected via a 
questionnaire sent to the fact-checking organizations that are part 

of the EDMO fact-checking network 

Reference period: 1-31 December 2024. Number of respondents: 31. 
Main editor of this brief: Enzo Panizio and Tommaso Canetta,

Pagella Politica/Facta. 
For further information: t.canetta@pagellapolitica.it.

EDMO has received funding
from the European Union
under Contract number: “LC-01935415”

https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-community/
mailto:t.canetta%40pagellapolitica.it?subject=

