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DISINFORMATION ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE AND US ELECTIONS RISES,
WHILE DISINFORMATION ABOUT MIDDLE EAST PLUMMETS

The 34 organizations* part of the EDMO fact-checking network that contributed to this brief published a total 
of 1.781 fact-checking articles in November 2024. Out of these articles, 139 (8%) focused on Ukraine-related 
disinformation; 230 (13%) on climate change-related disinformation; 83 (5%) on disinformation related to the 
EU; 53 (3%) on the Middle Eastern regional conflict; 69 (4%) on COVID-19-related disinformation; 68 (4%) on 
disinformation related to immigration; and 41 (2%) on disinformation about LGBTQ+ and gender issues. Articles on 
disinformation related to the US presidential election were 229 out of 1.781, which is 13% of the total. 

The main disinformation phenomenon in November was the catastrophic floods that hit southern Spain, partly 
contributing to the increase in climate-related disinformation that almost doubled in two months, passing from 7% in 
September to 13% in November. Disinformation on the US presidential elections also increased slightly, as did the 
percentage of false stories about the war in Ukraine and the EU. 

Disinformation about the war in the Middle East, which was the most targeted topic by false stories in October, 
dropped to 3% from 13% in October. The shares of disinformation on the other constantly monitored topics 
remained stable or decreased by a few percentage points, as in the case of baseless claims about migration, 
COVID-19, and LGBTQ+-related issues.

* Organizations that contributed to this brief: 15min, AFP, APA, Correctiv, Delfi, Demagog.cz, Demagog.pl, Demagog.sk, DPA, Eesti Päevaleht, EFE Verifica, Ellinika 
Hoaxes, Fact Check Cyprus, Factcheck Vlaanderen, Factico, FactReview, Faktisk, Funky,  Greece Fact Check, Källkritikbyrån, InfoVeritas, Lakmusz, Logically Facts, 
Maldita, Newtral, Oštro, PagellaPolitica/Facta, Polígrafo, Pravda, Re:Baltica, The Journal Fact-Check, TjekDet, VerificaRTVE, Verificat
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DISINFORMATION ABOUT THE DEVASTATING FLOODS IN SPAIN

The disinformation narratives about the catastrophic flash floods that hit southern Spain at the end of 
October, which were already signaled as circulating in Spain in the last brief, have expanded their circulation 
and relevance to the entire EU. In particular, false stories that the storm was man-made through alleged 
geoengineering techniques or deliberately caused by the destruction of the dams in the region of Valencia 
were tracked by the EDMO network in the vast majority of EU countries (see slide 7). 

These conspiracies suggest that the wave of destruction and death brought to the Spanish region was 
intentionally caused through antennas, mysterious ships allegedly preparing the storm with HAARP 
technologies, planes spraying the atmosphere for days, and the demolition of the dams promoted by the 
national government and the EU. The EU parliament was also accused of denying a minute of silence for the 
victims. In other cases, these false stories were linked to supposed “meteorological attacks”, punishment for 
criticizing Israel, or plans to redesign cities, while alarmist claims on the death tolls,
once officially disproved, turned on conspiracies that 
the authorities aim to hide the real number of casualties. 

https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/EDMO-41-Horizontal.pdf
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20241104/dana-valencia-bulo-aparcamiento-bonaire-creaciones-digitales-presentadas-como-reales/16315322.shtml
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/melas/ar-tikrai-simtus-zmoniu-prazude-potvyniai-valensijoje-buvo-sukelti-dirbtinai-120062600
https://rebaltica.lv/2024/11/spanijas-pludus-izraisija-polaras-atmosferas-straumes-nevis-haarp-un-kimiskas-trases/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20241113/disinformation-DANA-Valencia-cross-border/
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/ve-spanelsku-odstranovali-male-jezy-a-hraze-ty-vodu-pri-povodnich-nezadrzi
https://www.newtral.es/desinformacion-dana/20241129/
https://factico.org/fact-checks/clima/meteorologo-aemet-conspiracion-dana-cambio-climatico/
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36MW87J
https://www.lakmusz.hu/lerombolt-gatak-a-haarp-vagy-a-gonosz-elit-nem-nem-ez-az-oka-a-katasztrofat-okozo-spanyol-arvizeknek
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/melas/ar-mirtinu-liuciu-valensijoje-kaltininkas-paslaptingas-laivas-120062993
https://proveri.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36MC8WL
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36M77T6
https://demagog.sk/na-viralnom-videu-nie-je-zachytena-lod-na-zmenu-pocasia-ale-plavajuca-elektraren
https://demagog.sk/na-viralnom-videu-nie-je-zachytena-lod-na-zmenu-pocasia-ale-plavajuca-elektraren
https://factchecknederland.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36LK8XV
https://factcheckgreek.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36MJ9KF
https://www.verificat.cat/es/la-presa-de-cheste-no-habria-podido-evitar-los-danos-de-la-dana-como-asegura-alejandro-fernandez/
https://www.newtral.es/desinformacion-presas-dana/20241125/
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36MA2LY
https://www.newtral.es/parlamento-europeo-dana-minuto-silencio/20241105/
https://www.newtral.es/parlamento-europeo-dana-minuto-silencio/20241105/
https://factico.org/fact-checks/clima/una-teoria-de-la-conspiracion-afirma-que-la-dana-de-valencia-fue-un-ataque-meteorologico-mediante-haarp/
https://www.thejournal.ie/valencia-floods-conspiracy-theories-spain-israel-haarp-weather-manipulation-netflix-6533064-Nov2024/
https://www.thejournal.ie/valencia-floods-conspiracy-theories-spain-israel-haarp-weather-manipulation-netflix-6533064-Nov2024/
https://info-veritas.com/desinformacion-no-constancia-oficial-800-cadaveres-bonaire/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20241111/bulos-desinformaciones-parking-centro-comercial-bonaire-aldaia/
https://www.newtral.es/cuidado-con-los-falsos-militares-que-difunden-bulos-sobre-la-dana/20241114/
https://www.verificat.cat/es/por-que-se-ha-estancado-el-recuento-de-muertes-de-la-dana/
https://verifica.efe.com/bonaire-victimas-audio-ume-video-camion-frigorifico-sin-pruebas/%20-https://verifica.efe.com/la-cifra-de-fallecidos-por-la-dana-no-es-de-5-281-ni-se-ha-encontrado-un-bebe-en-una-alcantarilla/%20-%20https://verifica.efe.com/falso-militares-policias-ordenes-ocultar-muertes-dana/
https://www.newtral.es/furgoneta-ataudes-catarroja-bulo/20241122/
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More realistic false stories also tried to blame institutions, political or scientific, for the catastrophe alleging 
their incompetence. Although the local government has actually been accused of not being timely in its 
responses to the crisis, demonstrably false claims accused the Spanish meteorological agency of not 
understanding the severity of the phenomenon while state agencies in neighboring countries allegedly did 
(this specific false statement also appeared on newspapers) and the national Government of not having 
an idea of how to respond to the emergency. The Red Cross and other humanitarian organizations were 
targeted by false statements accusing them of hindering the arrival of aides to the hitten territories or 
distracting them to migrants, who were allegedly profiting from the disaster. Such baseless claims gained 
millions of views on TikTok without the social media taking action. 

The attention generated from the situation in Spain has been exploited also to revive the usual denialism 
and a diverse selection of conspiracies about weather manipulation or false stories claiming 
the ineffectiveness and absurdity of climate actions, or that more and more 
countries are withdrawing support for common climate goals. 

https://verifica.efe.com/confederacion-hidrografica-jucar-seguro-responsabilidad-civil-dana-sin-relacion/%20/%20https://verifica.efe.com/presa-forata-abriera-sin-aviso-o-desborde-barranco-del-poyo/
https://verifica.efe.com/confederacion-hidrografica-jucar-seguro-responsabilidad-civil-dana-sin-relacion/%20/%20https://verifica.efe.com/presa-forata-abriera-sin-aviso-o-desborde-barranco-del-poyo/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cwyx75ppr79o
https://maldita.es/clima/20241122/narrativas-desinformadoras-aemet-dana/
https://maldita.es/clima/20241122/narrativas-desinformadoras-aemet-dana/
https://www.verificat.cat/es/meteo-france-no-publico-una-prediccion-de-la-dana-mas-acertada-que-la-aemet/
https://factico.org/fact-checks/clima/meteo-france-no-predijo-400-litros-valencia-dana-interpretacion-tuit-divulgador/
https://factico.org/fact-checks/clima/que-declaro-realmente-pedro-sanchez-sobre-la-ayuda-para-mitigar-los-efectos-de-la-dana-en-la-comunidad-valenciana/
https://factico.org/fact-checks/clima/que-declaro-realmente-pedro-sanchez-sobre-la-ayuda-para-mitigar-los-efectos-de-la-dana-en-la-comunidad-valenciana/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20241115/ataques-desinformaciones-cruz-roja-dana/
https://www.newtral.es/cruz-roja-gana-dinero-dana-bloquean-ayuda-falsa-narrativa-caritas/20241106/
https://info-veritas.com/desinformacion-alfafar-no-esta-tirando-ropa-afectados-dana-vertedero/
https://verifica.efe.com/cruz-roja-voluntarios-dana-valencia-ayuda-gaza-falso/%20/%20https://verifica.efe.com/alfafar-ropa-vertedero-video-afectada-dana-falso/%20/%20https://verifica.efe.com/caritas-no-ha-entorpecido-ayuda-afectados-dana/%20/%20https://verifica.efe.com/donaciones-valencia-basura-mercancia-supermercado-dana-video-falso/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20241106/entourage-king-russian-pages-arabic/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20241122/ong-campanas-desinformaciones-cruz-roja/
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/is-dalies-melas/ar-tikrai-imigrantai-uzeme-moters-namus-valensijoje-ir-iskviete-jai-policija-120067586
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20241112/hoaxes-dana-valencia-tiktok/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20241112/hoaxes-dana-valencia-tiktok/
https://faktakoll.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36L9788
https://factcheckgreek.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36NG6C4
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/manipuliacija/ar-vokietijoje-uzfiksuota-sensacija-netirpstantis-sniegas-120068733
https://apa.at/faktencheck/oesterreich-kann-gelagertes-gas-nutzen-speicher-voll/
https://faktantarkistus.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36LJ429
https://www.ostro.si/si/razkrinkavanje/objave/posnetek-gorecega-vozila-ne-prikazuje-elektricnega-avtobusa
https://factchecknederland.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36LU9WT
https://factcheck.vlaanderen/factcheck/china-en-brazilie-wel-aanwezig-op-cop29-klimaattop
https://factreview.gr/2024/11/26/misleading-claim-about-increase-in-brown-coal-use-in-germany-for-energy-production/
https://factcheck.vlaanderen/factcheck/nee-niet-enkel-eu-ondersteunt-klimaatdoelstellingen
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DISINFORMATION ON THE US PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

Despite the republican candidate, Donald Trump, clearly winning the US presidential elections, false 
news in the European infosphere suggested that Democrats cheated and carried electoral fraud, 
winning only in States where no ID was required for voting. Disinformation also suggested that Trump’s 
victory had immediate results on ongoing conflicts.

During the 2024 US election campaign, disinformation focused on delegitimizing the public image 
of candidates (especially Democratic ones), while in the last weeks before the vote the baseless 
claims suggesting election rigging multiplied. Since the results of the vote were clear-cut, and the 
ones responsible for most of the falsehoods circulated on this matter were the winners this time, the 
allegations of fraud had less impact than in 2020, but their circulation didn’t stop, as driven by the 
inertia of the hammering disinformation campaigns of the past years. 

https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/241119-99-83733/
https://factreview.gr/2024/11/06/voting-machine-in-kentucky-is-not-swapping-votes-from-trump-to-harris/
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20241105/elecciones-eeuu-2024-bulos-desinformacion-sistema-votacion/16316160.shtml
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36LQ32P
https://faktantarkistus.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36MU9TA
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/241108-99-974653/
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/EDMO-40-Horizontal.pdf
https://edmo.eu/publications/killing-candidates-characters-and-more-an-edmo-analysis-of-the-us-election-related-disinformation-circulating-in-the-eu/
https://edmo.eu/publications/killing-candidates-characters-and-more-an-edmo-analysis-of-the-us-election-related-disinformation-circulating-in-the-eu/
https://www.tjekdet.dk/indsigt/kort-inden-valget-paastande-om-valgsvindel-i-usa-eksploderer
https://edmo.eu/publications/trump-won-what-about-disinformation/
https://edmo.eu/publications/trump-won-what-about-disinformation/
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FALSE STORIES FEARMONGERING THE ESCALATION OF THE WAR IN UKRAINE 

After the decision of the US administration to allow Ukraine to use its long-range missiles against military 
targets in Russian territory, a variety of false stories suggesting the escalation of the conflict and a 
looming global war popped up in several EU countries. Baseless claims alleged that Russian television 
threatened European and Ukrainian cities with nuclear attacks, that Germany closed its airspace, that 
Trump warned of an ongoing World War III, while US embassies allegedly fled Lithuania, which false 
stories suggest is preparing for the war. A false map of supposed Russian targets in European Nato bases 
was tracked in many EU countries (see slide 9). 

NATO itself was accused by disinformation of planning preemptive strikes against Russia, while soldiers 
from the US and the UK would be already dying on Ukrainian soil. In general, false stories paint a heated 
scenario, with war threats also between the US and China, 
while the EU allegedly cheers the escalation. 
Russian propaganda continues to circulate, 
often re-shared by European politicians.

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/17/us/politics/biden-ukraine-russia-atacms-missiles.html
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20241121/video-television-rusa-armas-nucleares/
https://info-veritas.com/desinformacion-no-video-putin-ataque-nuclear-ucrania/
https://verifica.efe.com/videos-no-prueban-rusia-movilizando-misiles-nucleares-contra-ucrania/
https://info-veritas.com/desinformacion-alemania-no-ha-cerrado-espacio-aereo/
https://verifica.efe.com/alemania-suspendido-vuelos-en-su-territorio-guerra-ucrania-falso/
https://info-veritas.com/desinformacion-video-trump-tercera-guerra-mundial-no-actual/
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/melas/ar-tikrai-jav-ambasada-bega-is-lietuvos-i-svedija-120065645
https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/ar-tikrai-po-joe-bideno-leidimo-ukrainai-naudoti-atacms-is-vilniaus-issikelia-jav-ambasada-56-2344530
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/melas/iskart-po-kariu-pratybu-melaginga-zinia-apie-lietuviu-pasirengima-sunaikinti-kaliningrada-120063134
https://factcheckcyprus.org/fact-checks/this-is-not-a-kremlin-map-with-oreshnik-nato-targets-in-europe/
https://factcheckcyprus.org/fact-checks/five-u-s-special-forces-soldiers-did-not-die-in-ukraine/
https://factcheckcyprus.org/fact-checks/five-u-s-special-forces-soldiers-did-not-die-in-ukraine/
https://proveri.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36N39XG
https://factcheckcyprus.org/fact-checks/china-didnt-threat-the-us-of-military-retaliation-if-moscow-is-attacked-by-ukrainian-atacms/
https://verifica.efe.com/el-parlamento-europeo-no-ovaciono-el-lanzamiento-de-misiles-estadounidenses-de-ucrania-a-rusia/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20241127/hoax-parliament-europe-missiles/
https://www.logicallyfacts.com/en/fact-check/volkswagen-is-not-closing-plants-due-to-germanys-support-for-ukraine
https://verificat.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36MH2HP
https://epl.delfi.ee/artikkel/120336929/faktikontroll-ukraina-sojapogenike-eestisse-vastuvotmine-pole-loonud-ulatuslikku-kuritegevuse-vorgustikku
https://demagog.sk/udajnym-pricinam-pre-ktore-podla-draxlera-rusko-napadlo-ukrajinu-chyba-dolezity-kontext
https://demagog.sk/vyrok/49763
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AI-GENERATED DISINFORMATION

The percentage of disinformation stories using AI-generated content slightly decreased in November. Out of 
1.781 fact-checking articles, 66 addressed the use of this technology in disinformation, representing 4% of the 
total while in October it was 5%.

False stories of this kind mostly involved AI-generated images, such as an alleged photo 
showing the American boxer Myke Tyson with a Palestinian flag on his shoulders or, 
after she expressed her support for the Democratic cause, the singer Jennifer Lopez in 
promiscuous situations with sexual offenders. Other cases concerned minor issues, such 
as engaging content, perfectly preserved medieval houses, or the rescue of polar bears.  

https://www.faktisk.no/faktasjekk/mike-tyson-poserte-ikke-med-palestinsk-flagg/122105
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20241118/exboxeador-mike-tyson-no-posa-bandera-palestina-imagenes-creadas-ia/16335603.shtml
https://www.factchecker.gr/2024/11/03/ai-image-jennifer-lopez-sean-diddy-combs/
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36M843A
https://rus.delfi.ee/statja/120339337/pravda-li-chto-na-etom-foto-izobrazhyon-nastoyashchiy-dom-v-lezhe
https://rebaltica.lv/2024/11/polarlacu-video-radits-ar-maksligo-intelektu/
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NOT EU

EU + Norway

EU+ Norway - No data
Conspiracy theories about the floods in 
Spain caused by the demolition of dams 
and reservoirs, HAARP or cloud seeding

The Kremlin published a map of the 
Nato installations in Europe that Russia 
intends to attack

Elon Musk offered 3 billion to buy the 
CNN

THE THREE FALSE STORIES WITH 
THE WIDEST CIRCULATION IN THE 
EU IN NOVEMBER, BASED ON THE 
FACT-CHECKERS' REPORTS, WERE:

https://www.lakmusz.hu/lerombolt-gatak-a-haarp-vagy-a-gonosz-elit-nem-nem-ez-az-oka-a-katasztrofat-okozo-spanyol-arvizeknek
https://www.lakmusz.hu/lerombolt-gatak-a-haarp-vagy-a-gonosz-elit-nem-nem-ez-az-oka-a-katasztrofat-okozo-spanyol-arvizeknek
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34XL2EL
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34XL2EL
https://dpa-factchecking.com/netherlands/241120-99-91499/
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THE MOST SIGNIFICANT VERIFIED DISINFORMATION 
STORIES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL:

The cargo plane crashed 
near the Vilnius airport was 

loaded with ammunition

 Italy is leaving the 
European Union 

According to the head of the 
Latvian Lutheran Church, 

“abortion after birth” is being 
discussed in US Democratic 

states

Dogs have been banned 
from “green spaces” 
in Portugal “because 
immigrants are afraid” 

https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/internete-dar-viena-versija-apie-dhl-lektuvo-katastrofa-ar-tikrai-gabeno-karine-amunicija-56-2349798
https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/internete-dar-viena-versija-apie-dhl-lektuvo-katastrofa-ar-tikrai-gabeno-karine-amunicija-56-2349798
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2024/11/20/angeblicher-eu-austritt-italiens-videos-erreichen-hunderttausende-mit-falschmeldung/
https://rebaltica.lv/2024/11/vai-asv-apspriez-iespeju-nogalinat-jaundzimusos/
https://rebaltica.lv/2024/11/vai-asv-apspriez-iespeju-nogalinat-jaundzimusos/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/ventura-sugere-que-caes-foram-proibidos-em-espacos-verdes-em-portugal-porque-imigrantes-tem-medo-e-verdade/
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METHODOLOGY

The information contained in this brief was collected via a questionnaire sent to 
the fact-checking organizations that are part of the EDMO fact-checking network.

Reference period: 1-30 November 2024. Number of respondents: 34.
Main editor of this brief: Enzo Panizio and Tommaso Canetta, Pagella Politica/Facta.

For further information: t.canetta@pagellapolitica.it.

EDMO has received funding
from the European Union
under Contract number: “LC-01935415”

https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-community/
mailto:t.canetta%40pagellapolitica.it?subject=

