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THE US PRESIDENTIAL RACE IS THE MOST TARGETED TOPIC BY FALSE
STORIES, WHILE DISINFORMATION ABOUT IMMIGRATION REMAINS
INTENSE

The 36 organizations™ part of the EDMO fact-checking network that contributed to this brief published a total

of 1.817 fact-checking articles in September 2024. Out of these articles, 107 (6%) focused on Ukraine-related
disinformation; 125 (7%) on climate change-related disinformation; 71 (4%) on disinformation related to the EU;
83 (5%) on the conflict between Israel and Hamas; 116 (6%) on COVID-19-related disinformation; 163 (9%) on
disinformation related to immigration; and 61 (3%) on disinformation about LGBTQ+ and gender issues.

Disinformation about migration remained stable and relatively high in September, after a significant increase in
previous months. Both the percentages of false stories about the conflict in the Middle East and COVID-19-related
issues increased slightly after reaching their lowest levels during the summer. False information about the other
constantly monitored topics remained stable or decreased slightly, as in the case of EU-related and LGBTQ+-related
disinformation.

US Presidential election-related disinformation, new in the quantitative monitoring of the EDMO fact-checking
network, emerges as the most targeted by baseless claims and stories.

* Organizations that contributed to this brief: 15min, AFP, APA, Correctiv, Demagog.cz, Demagog.pl, Demagog.sk, DPA, DW, Eesti Pdevaleht, EFE Verifica, Ellinika
Hoaxes, Fact Check Cyprus, Factico, FactReview, Faktisk, FranceTV, Funky, Greece Fact Check, Kéllkritikbyran, Knack, InfoVeritas, Lakmusz, Les Surligneurs,
Logically Facts, Maldita, Newtral, Ostro, PagellaPolitica/Facta, Poligrafo, Pravda, Re:Baltica, The Journal Fact-Check, TjekDet, VerificaRTVE, Verificat


https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/EDMO-39-Horizontal.pdf
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/EDMO-39-Horizontal.pdf
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/EDMO-Horizontal-.pdf#page=2
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DISINFORMATION ABOUT THE US PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN:
QUANTITATIVE MONITORING

In September, EDMO started the quantitative monitoring of disinformation related to the upcoming US presidential
election. Its value amounted to 11% of the total disinformation detected by the EDMO fact-checking network, i.e.,
shared in EU languages and verified by European fact-checkers. It is the highest percentage, for this month, among

the topics quantitatively monitored.

11 %
89%

This specific monitoring started this month and will continue in October and November, to track its evolution before

and immediately after the election day.
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DISINFORMATION ABOUT THE US PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN:

QUALITATIVE MONITORING

As highlighted in the previous slide, the presidential race in the US continues to gain growing attention in

disinformation narratives in the EU. The false stories circulating on the issue mainly target the Democratic candidate,

current Vice President Kamala Harris, often exploiting misogynistic biases. In September, she was accused of seriously

injuring a girl in a car accident, of being friends with criminals and sex offenders, of cheating during the presidential

debate, of being drunk or interested in promoting dystopian agendas and of being a former sex worker. Also people

backing her, e.g. singer Taylor Swift, are discredited by baseless information. These false stories are in line with those

reported in the previous months, which questioned Harris’ intellectual and moral integrity to undermine her public

representation, as underlined in a recent EDMO article on the issue.

At the same time, other false stories amplify the rhetoric and arguments adopted by the other candidate, former
President Donald Trump. The claim that migrants in Ohio would be eating citizens’ pets that he made during the sole

candidate debate with Harris has been shared massively on social media in the European infosphere, resulting as the
most widespread false story detected by European fact-checkers in September (see slide 8). In other cases, false

stories amplify his victimist rhetoric and try to exploit the attempts on his life for political gain (we previously reported

conspiracy theories attacking Trump, claiming the attacks were “false flag” operations aimed

at increasing his popularity).

Trump himself has been the target of some false stories aimed at
discrediting him, but on a much smaller scale than the wave

of false accusations made against Harris.
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https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240930/kamala-harris-narrativas-desinformadoras-elecciones/
https://www.thejournal.ie/kamala-harris-disinformation-factcheck-debunked-communist-hit-and-run-paralysed-car-accident-black-indian-6480046-Sep2024/
https://www.thejournal.ie/kamala-harris-disinformation-factcheck-debunked-communist-hit-and-run-paralysed-car-accident-black-indian-6480046-Sep2024/
https://www.thejournal.ie/debunked-kamala-harris-sean-diddy-combs-photo-6495022-Sep2024/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/240925-99-516921/;%20https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/240927-99-536540/
https://observers.france24.com/fr/cette-vid%C3%A9o-ne-prouve-toujours-pas-que-kamala-harris-porte-des-%C3%A9couteurs-boucles-d-oreille
https://info-veritas.com/desinformacion-no-pruebas-denunciante-filtracion-preguntas-kamala-harris-debate/
https://www.factchecker.gr/2024/09/23/kamala-harris-drunk-doctored-video/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240919/kamala-harris-pfizer-bellingcat-cnn/
https://info-veritas.com/desinformacion-cuidado-mensajes-kamala-reducir-poblacion/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/240924-99-503937/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240924/kamala-harris-prostituta-escort/
https://info-veritas.com/desinformacion-taylor-swift-no-perdido-millones-patrocinio-apoyo-kamala-harris/
https://maldita.es/feminismo/20240917/teoria-conspiracion-taylor-swift-hombre/
https://info-veritas.com/desinformacion-video-kamala-color-starbucks-2018/
https://edmo.eu/publications/killing-candidates-characters-and-more-an-edmo-analysis-of-the-us-election-related-disinformation-circulating-in-the-eu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5CR7HkByC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5CR7HkByC4
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2024/09/16/us-praesidentschaftswahlkampf-tv-duell-von-donald-trump-und-kamala-harris-im-faktencheck/
https://verifica.efe.com/trump-mascotas-gatos-haitianos-debate-falso/
https://www.dw.com/en/fact-check-how-the-stigmatization-of-haitian-vodou-led-to-a-disinformation-campaign/a-70200764
https://observers.france24.com/fr/des-migrants-ha%C3%AFtiens-mangent-des-chiens-et-chats-selon-trump-une-vid%C3%A9o-alimente-la-d%C3%A9sinformation
https://factcheckcyprus.org/fact-checks/false-explosives-report-at-donald-trump-rally-on-long-island-new-york/
https://www.nytimes.com/article/shooting-trump-rally.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/sep/16/trump-golf-club-shooting-what-we-know-so-far-about-apparent-assassination-attempt
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/EDMO-Horizontal-.pdf#page=5
https://edmo.eu/publications/killing-candidates-characters-and-more-an-edmo-analysis-of-the-us-election-related-disinformation-circulating-in-the-eu/

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

OTHER RELEVANT NARRATIVES

its high circulation. False stories about migrants claim that they outnumber Europeans and bend authorities and
citizens to their will. They are persistently portrayed as extremely violent - even against those who favor them,
thus ridiculing them - and criminals, and institutions are described as encouraging their violent behaviors.

a Disinformation on the issue of immigration hasn’t shown any significant qualitative changes in its rhetoric, despite

Although these narratives have been circulating for years, they seem to remain effective and are thus exploited
in political campaigns, especially by nationalist parties. Moreover, the repetition of false stories reinforces belief
in them, studies say.

In recent elections in EU member states, such as local elections in Germany, the integrity of the electoral
process has been questioned without evidence (and in particular by far-right parties). This has been the case in
the vast majority of recent national elections, including those for the EU Parliament.

The situation has been exploited by disinformation, with decontextualized images and videos exaggerating the
scale of the operations, the support for the conflicting sides and alleged links to the war in Ukraine, suggesting
that Ukrainian officials were hit in the pager attack carried out by Israel in Lebanon.

—————
/ The attacks by Israel in Lebanon and by Iran in Israel have raised fears of a regional conflict in the Middle East.

been used to question the effectiveness of authorities’ actions, blame EU institutions or Ukrainians, and spread
various conspiracies (see slide 8).

@ As frequently happened in the past with similar cases, violent floods that hit Central Europe in September have

Disinformation on the other monitored topics showed no notable development, with false stories being in line with
narratives identified in previous months.


https://edmo.eu/publications/disinformation-narratives-on-migration-during-the-summer-in-spain/
https://factcheckgreek.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36GZ8Y9
https://www.thejournal.ie/factcheck-homelessness-dublin-reasons-evictions-direct-provision-drhe-6500544-Sep2024/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240926/pareja-senegalesa-ayudas-18-hijos/
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20240916/no-van-acoger-5700-refugiados-localidad-asturiana-sotrondio-falso/16250634.shtml
https://www.logicallyfacts.com/en/fact-check/no-asylum-seekers-in-ireland-do-not-outnumber-irish-citizens
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/atual-populacao-da-alemanha-inclui-23-milhoes-de-imigrantes-muculmanos/
https://www.newtral.es/turingia-billetes-tren-inmigrantes-alemania/20240926/
https://www.lessurligneurs.eu/non-les-controleurs-en-allemagne-nont-pas-arrete-de-controler-les-migrants/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/este-video-mostra-grupo-de-imigrantes-ilegais-a-destruir-restaurante-em-tenerife-espanha/
https://www.lakmusz.hu/szo-sincs-rola-hogy-hollandiaban-mecsetben-imadkozassal-indulna-a-tanev
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/09/09/parapliroforisi-schetika-me-ta-pososta-egklimatikotitas-ton-roma-gia-klopes-kai-diarrixeis/
https://www.tjekdet.dk/faktatjek/nej-udlaendinge-med-muslimsk-baggrund-staar-ikke-bag-de-fleste-voldtaegter-i-danmark
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/este-video-e-recente-e-mostra-tiroteio-numa-rua-de-lisboa/
https://www.newtral.es/periodistas-espanoles-agredidos-suecia/20240902/
https://www.newtral.es/bulo-ong-angeles-paz-francia/20240925/
https://www.ostro.si/si/razkrinkavanje/objave/fotografija-terorista-samirja-al-haydida-je-lazna
https://www.thejournal.ie/deepfake-politicians-ireland-simon-harris-tallaght-says-no-ai-technology-6477350-Sep2024/
https://www.thejournal.ie/reporting-restrictions-child-abduction-case-dublin-6491732-Sep2024/
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/replay-radio/le-vrai-du-faux/vrai-ou-faux-le-gouvernement-allemand-n-a-pas-lance-de-programme-destine-aux-migrants-pour-seduire-et-coucher-avec-des-femmes-locales_6770506.html
https://www.verificat.cat/es/no-hay-datos-para-afirmar-que-espana-es-el-pais-de-la-ue-con-mayor-presion-migratoria-irregular-como-dice-feijoo/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2024/09/06/friedrich-merz-cdu-zur-aufnahme-von-fluechtlingen-aus-syrien-und-afghanistan/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/hintergrund/2024/09/10/abschiebe-debatte-wie-rechte-das-hilfsangebot-handbook-germany-instrumentalisieren/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/222438522_Frequency_and_the_Conference_of_Referential_Validity
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2352250X23001811
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/hintergrund/2024/09/01/diese-falschinformationen-kursieren-zu-den-landtagswahlen-2024-in-thueringen-und-sachsen/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/hintergrund/2024/09/01/diese-falschinformationen-kursieren-zu-den-landtagswahlen-2024-in-thueringen-und-sachsen/
https://www.dw.com/en/fact-check-whats-behind-far-right-electoral-fraud-allegations/a-70332786
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/EDMO_TFEU2024-Narratives_Report-National_Elections-2nd-edition-1.pdf
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/EDMO_TFEU2024-Narratives_Report-National_Elections-2nd-edition-1.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/edmo/newsletter-archives/53787
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Final-Report-%E2%80%93-EDMO-TF-EU24.pdf#page=8
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/10/9/israeli-offensives-in-lebanon-and-gaza-kill-dozens-displace-millions
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c70w1j0l488o
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20240925/libano-bulos-desinformacion-ataque-israeli/16262260.shtml
https://factcheckcyprus.org/fact-checks/no-evidence-of-death-of-879-people-from-paging-explosions-in-lebanon/
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20241003/ataque-iran-a-israel-con-misiles-bulos-desinformacion/16273293.shtml
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/09/19/ochi-i-ellada-den-esteile-chiliades-askous-aimatos-sto-israil/
https://www.lessurligneurs.eu/non-cette-video-ne-montre-pas-une-recente-manifestation-a-londres-pour-gaza/
https://rus.delfi.ee/statja/120324747/pravda-li-chto-v-livane-pri-vzryve-peydzhera-byl-ranen-pervyy-sekretar-posolstva-ukrainy
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/09/22/ochi-se-afto-to-vinteo-den-vlepoume-anemogennitries-se-kamenes-ektaseis-tis-eyvoias/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/assim-incendiaram-portugal-video-mostra-drone-que-provoca-incendios-de-grandes-dimensoes/
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/EDMO-27-Horizontal-FCB.pdf
https://edmo.eu/publications/floods-in-italy-drought-in-spain-but-the-disinformation-is-the-same/
https://apnews.com/article/central-europe-european-union-floods-climate-change-damage-rain-5e90744008e4bc1404bbfd181f09b32f
https://factcheckgreek.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36GD3HY
https://factcheckgreek.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36GD3HY
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/jak-to-bylo-s-provizornim-mostem-v-povodnemi-zasazene-ceske-vsi
https://factchecknederland.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36GY79D
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/nic-nedam-nic-nemam-pribeh-o-lhostejnych-ukrajincich-je-smysleny
https://demagog.sk/ceske-televizie-informovali-o-povodniach-vyvazene
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/patenty-dowodem-ze-pogoda-jest-kontrolowana-sprawdzamy/
https://napravoumiru.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36GY9MU
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AI-GENERATED DISINFORMATION

The percentage of disinformation stories using Al-generated content slightly decreased in September. Out of 1.817
fact-checking articles, 78 addressed the use of this technology in disinformation. This represents 4% of the total as it
was for various months before August, when it amounted to 5% of the total disinformation detected.
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The most relevant false stories of this kind in September were a deepfake video of the {ﬁ;.iw‘
Irish Prime Minister Simon Harris ‘congratulating’ Irish anti-immigrant groups and a video \%@)'\'AI
showing the nervous reaction of a representative of a party that lost the local elections in \s\/ﬁ}_\\‘\/é/

Germany, likely edited using Al tools. IR\



https://www.thejournal.ie/deepfake-politicians-ireland-simon-harris-tallaght-says-no-ai-technology-6477350-Sep2024/
https://www.thejournal.ie/deepfake-politicians-ireland-simon-harris-tallaght-says-no-ai-technology-6477350-Sep2024/
https://rus.delfi.ee/statja/120319873/pravdivo-li-video-na-kotorom-u-lidera-nemeckoy-partii-zelyonye-tryasutsya-guby-iz-za-porazheniya-na-vyborah
https://rus.delfi.ee/statja/120319873/pravdivo-li-video-na-kotorom-u-lidera-nemeckoy-partii-zelyonye-tryasutsya-guby-iz-za-porazheniya-na-vyborah
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THE FOUR FALSE STORIES WITH
THE WIDEST CIRCULATION IN
THE EU IN SEPTEMBER, BASED ON
THE FACT-CHECKERS' REPORTS,

WERE:

B Haitian migrants in Ohio, US, eat cats, dogs
and other pets of the residents

® The recent floods that hit Central Europe
were caused by geoengineering, the
HAARP project, chemtrails or cloud seeding

A Kamala Harris used special “earrings” to
get answer suggestions during presidential
debate

¢ Inlreland, a Christian teacher was expelled
from the school and imprisoned three times
for refusing to teach “gender ideology”



https://verifica.efe.com/trump-mascotas-gatos-haitianos-debate-falso/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/nienaturalne-systemy-geoklimatyczne-spowodowaly-powodz-to-fake-news/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/belgium/240917-99-433308/
https://observers.france24.com/fr/cette-vid%C3%A9o-ne-prouve-toujours-pas-que-kamala-harris-porte-des-%C3%A9couteurs-boucles-d-oreille
https://provjeracinjenica.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36GZ38M
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THE MOST SIGNIFICANT VERIFIED DISINFORMATION
STORIES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL:

»

Flood in Poland was Ukrainians living in the Parents face community service if they
caused by actions of Czech Czech Republic did not help do not sign their children’s education
authorities Czech citizens during floods contract, which allows interventions

without parental consent and the
storage of students’ biometric data



https://demagog.cz/diskuze/nic-nedam-nic-nemam-pribeh-o-lhostejnych-ukrajincich-je-smysleny
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/powodz-w-polsce-decyzja-czech-powodem-wiekszych-szkod-wyjasniamy/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/powodz-w-polsce-decyzja-czech-powodem-wiekszych-szkod-wyjasniamy/
https://www.factual.ro/dezinformari-retele-sociale/fals-parintii-ar-fi-amenintati-cu-munca-in-folosul-comunitatii-daca-nu-renunta-la-drepturile-de-parinte-si-nu-semneaza-contractul-educational/
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METHODOLOGY

The information contained in this brief was collected via a questionnaire sent to
the fact-checking organizations that are part of the EDMOQ fact-checking network.

Reference period: 1-30 September 2024. Number of respondents: 36.
Main editor of this brief: Tommaso Canetta and Enzo Panizio, Pagella Politica/Facta.
For further information: f.canetta @pagellapolitica.it.

T EDMO has received funding
* * from the European Union
*

* 4 M under Contract number: “LC-01935415”


https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-community/
mailto:t.canetta%40pagellapolitica.it?subject=

