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DISINFORMATION ABOUT IMMIGRATION RISES AND 
ACCOUNTS AS THE MOST TARGETED TOPIC 
BY DISINFORMATION

* Organizations that contributed to this brief: 15min, AFP, APA, Correctiv, Delfi, Demagog.cz, Demagog.pl, Demagog.sk, DPA, 
DW, Eesti Päevaleht, EFE Verifica, Ellinika Hoaxes, Fact Check Cyprus, FactReview, Faktabaari, Faktisk, FranceTV, Funky, 
Greece Fact Check, InfoVeritas, Lakmusz, Logically Facts, Maldita, Medizin transparent, Newtral, Oštro, PagellaPolitica/
Facta, Polígrafo, Pravda, Re:Baltica, The Journal Fact-Check, Times of Malta, TjekDet, VerificaRTVE, Verificat

The 36 organizations* part of the EDMO fact-checking network that contributed 
to this brief published a total of 1.675 fact-checking articles in August 2024. Out 
of these articles, 99 (6%) focused on Ukraine-related disinformation; 119 (7%) on 
climate change-related disinformation; 79 (5%) on disinformation related to the EU; 
55 (3%) on the conflict between Israel and Hamas; 91 (5%) on COVID-19-related 
disinformation; 146 (9%) on disinformation related to immigration; and 73 (4%) on 
disinformation about LGBTQ+ and gender issues. 

Disinformation about immigration issues increased in August, rising to 9% from 7% 
in July. This is its highest level since the dedicated monitoring began and this month 
the percentage of migration-related disinformation is also the highest among the 
topics affected by disinformation which EDMO constantly monitors. Disinformation 
about COVID-19-related issues also grew by two percentage points, after reaching 
its lowest level ever recorded in July.

Disinformation on the other topics constantly monitored remained almost stable or 
decreased slightly. 
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https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/EDMO-29-Horizontal-FCB-updated.pdf#page=3
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DISINFORMATION ON IMMIGRATION EXPLOITS CURRENT 
EVENTS TO DRIVE XENOPHOBIA AND ALARMISM, INCITING 
VIOLENCE 

Aside from the usual false stories that portray migrants collectively as criminals, 
opposed to Western values or favored by governments and the EU in comparison 
to national citizens, a new wave of false stories exploited dramatic events in various 
countries to blame the deaths that occurred on migrants. 

At the end of July, a stabbing attack in Southport, UK, left three children dead 
during a dance class. Hours later, disinformation and false rumors that the attacker 
was an asylum seeker fueled far-right riots, which led to violence in the streets 
and the injury of over 50 police officers. As happened last year in a similar episode 
in Dublin, extremists and far-right activists ignited the violence with several false 
claims online, which were also reshared by prominent public figures, such as Elon 
Musk, the owner of X, who also talked about an “inevitable civil war” in the UK. 
A number of false claims related to the protests in England – blaming migrants, 
targeting police officers and victimizing far-right protesters – soon spread in several 
EU countries (see slide 6). 

Furthermore, exploiting the stabbing of an 11-year-old boy in a Spanish village, 
disinformation and baseless claims alleged without evidence that the attacker 
was a migrant, calling on citizens to take to the streets and leading to racist hate 
speech on social media. A disinformation narrative claiming that four children were 
murdered in a few hours in Spain then spread in various countries. These episodes 
– as well as the terrorist attack that occurred in Solingen, Germany – have been 
used by far-right groups to spread xenophobia and conspiracies, such as the 
so-called “Great Replacement” and, more in general, the attempt by migrants to 
colonize Europe. 

https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/este-video-apanha-imigrante-africano-a-tentar-entrar-na-casa-de-uma-mulher-na-alemanha/
https://verifica.efe.com/inmigrante-alemania-violar-mujer-video-falso/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2024/08/21/altes-video-von-kate-middleton-in-muslimischem-gemeindezentrum-wird-irrefuehrend-verbreitet/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/filho-de-imigrante-tem-prioridade-nas-vagas-das-escolas-em-detrimento-de-crianca-portuguesa/
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20240823/bulo-embajada-catar-bruselas-no-planea-anexar-mezquita/16225529.shtml
https://www.ostro.si/si/razkrinkavanje/objave/migracijska-politika-eu-ne-temelji-na-dokumentu-o-nadomestnih-migracijah
https://www.thejournal.ie/debunked-southport-stabbing-suspect-name-irish-groups-6450288-Jul2024/
https://apnews.com/article/uk-southport-stabbing-online-misinformation-1dcd23b803401416ac94ae458e5c9c06
https://apnews.com/article/uk-southport-stabbing-online-misinformation-1dcd23b803401416ac94ae458e5c9c06
https://edmo.eu/publications/how-misinformation-and-far-right-groups-sparked-a-riot-in-dublin-after-the-stabbing-of-three-children-at-a-school/
https://edmo.eu/publications/how-misinformation-and-far-right-groups-sparked-a-riot-in-dublin-after-the-stabbing-of-three-children-at-a-school/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/08/30/speaking-children-young-people-about-violent-disorder-southport-attack/
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/08/01/uk/southport-attack-disinformation-far-right-riots-intl-gbr/index.html
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/article/2024/aug/08/elon-musk-shares-faked-telegraph-story-rioters-falklands-camps
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/article/2024/aug/08/elon-musk-shares-faked-telegraph-story-rioters-falklands-camps
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/elon-musk-uk-civil-war-far-right-riots-keir-starmer-southport-rcna165316
https://info-veritas.com/explicativos-bulos-virales-disturbios-reino-unido/
https://www.thejournal.ie/debnunked-was-a-mosque-in-belfast-set-on-fire-during-anti-immigrant-riots-6459587-Aug2024/
https://verifica.efe.com/inmigrante-alemania-violar-mujer-video-falso/
https://www.thejournal.ie/debunked-southport-stabbing-suspect-name-irish-groups-6450288-Jul2024/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/atak-muzulmanow-w-wielkiej-brytanii-film-wyrwano-z-kontekstu/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/czy-brytyjska-policja-dolaczyla-do-migrantow-sprawdzamy-kontekst-filmu/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240808/campos-detencion-malvinas-reino-unido-keir-starmer/
https://www.newtral.es/nino-apunalado-toledo-mocejon/20240819/
https://verifica.efe.com/mocejon-mateo-menor-asesinato-inmigrante-magrebi-falso/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240821/afirmaciones-sin-pruebas-desinformacion-apunalamiento-nino-mocejon/
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20240820/desinformacion-asesinato-nino-mocejon-toledo-discurso-odio-racista/16222730.shtml
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20240820/desinformacion-asesinato-nino-mocejon-toledo-discurso-odio-racista/16222730.shtml
https://maldita.es/migracion/20240823/disinformation-narrative-stabbing-child-toledo-foreinger/
https://maldita.es/migracion/20240823/disinformation-narrative-stabbing-child-toledo-foreinger/
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20240824-%F0%9F%94%B4-islamic-state-group-claims-responsibility-for-deadly-knife-attack-in-solingen-germany
https://www.dw.com/en/islamophobic-disinformation-spikes-after-stabbings-in-germany-uk-and-spain/a-70067512
https://www.dw.com/en/islamophobic-disinformation-spikes-after-stabbings-in-germany-uk-and-spain/a-70067512
https://www.tjekdet.dk/faktatjek/video-af-danske-skoleelever-misbruges-i-udlandet
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/atak-muzulmanow-w-wielkiej-brytanii-film-wyrwano-z-kontekstu/
https://www.newtral.es/nuremberg-banderas-estado-islamico/20240830/
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OLYMPICS, US POLITICS, VACCINES  

The opening ceremony of the Games continued to be on target, 
especially with a performance intended to depict a dinner of pagan 
gods accused by false stories of Satanism and used to spread 
homophobia and transphobia. 

In this regard, the disinformation strand about transgender athletes 
participating in female competitions reached maximum dissemination 
after a boxing match in which an Italian boxer retired after less than 
one minute, claiming she was being hit with disproportionate force 
from her opponent. This was followed by false claims that the Algerian 
boxer Imane Khelif is a man or a transgender woman, and this false 
story resulted as the most widespread in the EU in August (see slide 
6). Baseless claims about the athlete’s gender were also made by 
prominent public figures, such as novelist J.K. Rowling and Elon Musk, 
named in the lawsuit over cyberbullying Khelif filed against X after 
winning the gold medal. 

False stories about the US election campaign mainly target the 
Democratic candidate with misogynistic rhetoric. False content claims 
that Kamala Harris used to be a sex worker (using AI), that she 
manipulates images of her rallies to make them appear more attended, 
or that she admitted that climate change policies are aimed at reducing 
population. As soon as she named Tim Walz as her vice president 
running mate, various false stories began circulating that he would be 
willing to protect pedophiles or allow voter fraud.

The increase in disinformation about COVID-19 is mainly due to an 
alleged link between vaccines and the spread of the Mpox disease, and 
other conspiracies. 

The disinformation narratives tracked in July about the presidential race in the 
US and Olympics expanded.

Disinformation on the other monitored topics showed no notable development, 
with false stories being in line with narratives identified in previous months. 

https://rus.delfi.ee/statja/120314567/pravda-li-chto-cerkov-satany-publichno-poblagodarila-postanovshchikov-ceremonii-otkrytiya-olimpiady
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/08/06/i-toyota-den-apesyre-ti-chorigia-tis-apo-tous-olybiakous-agones-os-antidrasi-gia-tin-teleti-enarxis-sto-parisi/
https://apa.at/faktencheck/transfeindliche-montagen-verunglimpfen-sportlerinnen/
https://apa.at/faktencheck/transfeindliche-montagen-verunglimpfen-sportlerinnen/
https://www.ostro.si/si/razkrinkavanje/objave/mediji-o-alzirski-boksarki-porocali-neodgovorno
https://epl.delfi.ee/artikkel/120312144/faktikontroll-olumpiapoksija-imane-khelif-ei-ole-transsooline-naine
https://www.logicallyfacts.com/en/fact-check/false-no-algerian-olympic-boxer-imane-khelif-is-not-a-transgender-woman
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/article/2024/aug/14/jk-rowling-and-elon-musk-named-in-imane-khelif-cyberbullying-lawsuit
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/240814-99-107557/
https://www.logicallyfacts.com/en/fact-check/fake-photos-depicting-kamala-harris-as-a-sex-worker-are-ai-generated
https://www.thejournal.ie/trump-harris-accusations-later-made-ai-generated-images-to-support-accusation-6463065-Aug2024/
https://apa.at/faktencheck/apa-faktencheck-bilder-von-harris-wahlkampfveranstaltung-sind-echt/
https://www.factual.ro/dezinformari-retele-sociale/context-lipsa-vicepresedinta-kamala-harris-ar-vrea-reducerea-populatiei/
https://www.factual.ro/dezinformari-retele-sociale/context-lipsa-vicepresedinta-kamala-harris-ar-vrea-reducerea-populatiei/
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36CC4DM
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.36EG337
https://www.factchecker.gr/2024/08/21/no-connection-between-mpox-and-covid-19-vaccine/
https://www.factchecker.gr/2024/08/16/no-evidence-doctors-killed-in-brazil-plane-crash-had-evidence-exposing-mrna/
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/EDMO-Horizontal-.pdf#page=6
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The percentage of disinformation stories using AI-generated content 
slightly increased in August, after months of stable levels. Out of 1.675 
fact-checking articles, 80 addressed the use of this technology in 
disinformation. This represents 5% of the total, in previous months it 
was 4%. 

The most significant false stories involving AI-generated content 
promoted homophobia and islamophobia, as many others in August. 
In particular, a video of French President Macron kissing one of his 
bodyguards and images of British police officers kneeling in front 
of Muslim preachers. Other false claims instead questioned the 
authenticity of the Southport victims’ photos, another way to exploit the 
advent of generated content to trick citizens and social media users. 

AI-GENERATED DISINFORMATION

https://factreview.gr/2024/08/11/video-of-macron-kissing-a-man-is-made-with-ai-software/
https://www.newtral.es/video-macron-beso-hombre-barco/20240809/
https://rus.delfi.ee/statja/120317503/pravdiva-li-fotografiya-na-kotoroy-britanskie-policeyskie-stoyat-na-kolenyah-pered-musulmanami
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/240822-99-181503/
https://www.logicallyfacts.com/en/fact-check/false-images-of-the-stabbing-victims-in-southport-u-k-are-genuine-and-not-computer-generated
https://www.logicallyfacts.com/en/fact-check/false-images-of-the-stabbing-victims-in-southport-u-k-are-genuine-and-not-computer-generated
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THE four FALSE STORIES WITH THE WIDEST 
CIRCULATION IN THE EU IN AUGUST, BASED 
ON tHE FACT-CHECKERS' REPORTS, WERE:

The Algerine boxer Imane Khelif is a man

Ukraine’s President Zelensky bought Sting’s wine estate in Tuscany in June 2024

Monkeypox virus is transmitted through COVID-19 vaccines

The U.K. is releasing violent offenders from prisons to make room for people 
arrested amid Southport riots

NOT EU

EU + Norway

EU+ Norway - No data  

https://www.dw.com/en/paris-olympics-boxer-imane-khelif-battles-hate-speech/a-69863650
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/smyslena-zprava-o-zelenskeho-majetku-zapada-do-scenare-ruske-propagandy
https://facta.news/antibufale/2024/09/02/vaccino-astrazeneca-vaiolo-delle-scimmie-mpox/
https://www.newtral.es/liberacion-presos-reino-unido/20240911/
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THE MOST SIGNIFICANT VERIFIED DISINFORMATION 
STORIES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEl:

  

Portuguese are in danger 
because of the “Portuguese 

Islamic Party” 

Due to the arrest of Pavel Dourov, the 
founder of Telegram, the United Arab 
Emirates canceled the purchase of 

80 Rafale aircraft from France

The German Chancellor said that the 
Berlin’s wall could also be rebuilt

Romanians abroad must 
return to the country, if they do 
not want to lose their children 

https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/continuem-a-dormir-partido-islamico-portugues-e-visto-como-um-perigo-no-facebook-mas-sera-que-existe/
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/vrai-ou-fake/vrai-ou-faux-les-emirats-arabes-unis-ont-ils-annule-l-achat-de-80-avions-rafale-a-la-france-en-raison-de-l-arrestation-de-pavel-dourov-fondateur-de-telegram_6751372.html
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2024/08/21/landtagswahlen-erfundene-aussage-von-olaf-scholz-ueber-ostdeutschland-und-die-mauer/
https://www.factual.ro/declaratii/fals-sosoaca-spune-ca-romanilor-de-peste-hotare-li-se-iau-copiii/
https://www.factual.ro/declaratii/fals-sosoaca-spune-ca-romanilor-de-peste-hotare-li-se-iau-copiii/
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METHODOLOGY

The information contained in this brief was collected via a 
questionnaire sent to the fact-checking organizations that are part 

of the EDMO fact-checking network 

Reference period: 1-31 August 2024. Number of respondents: 36. 
Main editor of this brief: Tommaso Canetta and Enzo Panizio,

Pagella Politica/Facta. 
For further information: t.canetta@pagellapolitica.it.

EDMO has received funding
from the European Union
under Contract number: “LC-01935415”

https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-community/
mailto:t.canetta%40pagellapolitica.it?subject=

