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THE EU REMAINS THE MOST TARGETED TOPIC BY DISINFORMATION,
WHILE FALSE STORIES ON CLIMATE AND IMMIGRATION RISE

The 34 organizations* part of the EDMO fact-checking network that contributed to this brief published a total of
1.750 fact-checking articles in June 2024. Out of these articles, 148 (8%) focused on Ukraine-related disinformation;
146 (8%) on climate change-related disinformation; 209 (12%) on disinformation related to the EU; 67 (4%) on the
conflict between Israel and Hamas; 78 (4%) on COVID-19-related disinformation; 135 (8%) on disinformation related
to immigration; and 39 (2%) on disinformation about LGBTQ+ and gender issues.

The share of EU-related disinformation is lower than it was in May — when it reached its maximum since the
dedicated monitoring began — but its percentage is still the highest among constantly monitored topics for the

third month in a row. Climate change-related disinformation increased slightly by around 2% and the same did
disinformation about immigration. False stories about the conflict in the Middle East decreased significantly, while
the decrease of false stories related to COVID-19 was more moderate. Disinformation about the war in Ukraine and
LGBTQ+ issues remained stable.

* Organizations that contributed to this brief: AFP, APA, Correctiv, Demagog.cz, Demagog.pl, Demagog.sk, DPA, Eesti Pdevaleht, EFE Verifica, Ellinika Hoaxes,
Eurocomunicare, Fact Check Cyprus, Factcheck Vlaanderen, Faktabaari, Faktisk, Greece Fact Check, Kéllkritikbyran, InfoVeritas, Lakmusz, Les Surligneurs, Logically
Facts, Maldita, Medizin transparent, Newtral, Ostro, PagellaPolitica/Facta, Poligrafo, Pravda, Re:Baltica, The Journal Fact-Check, TjekDet, VerificaRTVE, Verificat,
VRTNWS


https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/EDMO-36-Horizontal.pdf
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/EDMO-36-Horizontal.pdf
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DISINFORMATION ABOUT VOTE TAMPERING AND OTHER FRAUDS
EXPANDED DURING AND AFTER THE EU ELECTIONS

Q\ After the false stories circulated in May about the EU elections being rigged or invalid, more have
j been detected during and after the June 6-9 vote. False news alleged interruptions of the voting
procedures, vote tampering, fraud, and various unfair practices, sometimes exploiting technical errors

in media coverage or provisional results. In some cases, false stories suggested that these alleged
manipulations were perpetrated by national governments or that they were aimed at disfavouring far-
right parties.

This kind of baseless allegations were quite common and detected in several EU countries

(see slide 9).
* X %
* * At the same time, the EU continued to be the target of false stories portraying its institutions as
* * o e : : "
* * authoritarian entities imposing unfair measures on member states and citizens.


https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/EDMO-36-Horizontal.pdf#page=4
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/240620-99-466835/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/240609-99-332532/
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34W78YT
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/hintergrund/2024/06/03/diese-falschbehauptungen-kursieren-zur-europawahl-2024/
https://www.logicallyfacts.com/en/fact-check/false-sweden-democrats-alleged-18-8-percent-vote-share-in-eu-election-was-a-technical-error-not-evidence-of-electoral-fraud
https://www.logicallyfacts.com/en/fact-check/false-sweden-democrats-alleged-18-8-percent-vote-share-in-eu-election-was-a-technical-error-not-evidence-of-electoral-fraud
https://verifica.efe.com/junts-resultados-madrid-elecciones-europeas-error/
https://www.newtral.es/sanchez-resultados-europeas-indra/20240607/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/240611-99-355171/
https://apa.at/faktencheck/keine-hinweise-auf-manipulation-bei-eu-wahl/
https://apa.at/faktencheck/keine-hinweise-auf-manipulation-bei-eu-wahl/
https://www.newtral.es/comision-europea-chats-whatsapp-documento-nos-preguntais-por/20240607/
https://proveri.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34XH82E
https://factcheckcyprus.org/fact-checks/eu_does_not_promote_illegal_immigration/
https://www.logicallyfacts.com/en/fact-check/misleading-no-hungary-is-not-being-fined-by-the-european-union-for-refusing-to-accept-illegal-immigrants
https://www.lakmusz.hu/alaptalanul-mossa-ossze-a-mi-hazank-a-digitalis-penz-bevezeteset-a-keszpenz-betiltasaval
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OTHER RELEVANT DISINFORMATION NARRATIVES
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Disinformation about the war in Ukraine continued to focus on the escalation of the conflict and in
particular the alleged direct involvement of NATO or EU countries. As in previous months, false stories
claimed to show evidence of Western troops dying in military operations in Ukraine, that EU politicians
are calling for military conscription, or even that EU countries are enforcing it or preparing for the war.

Other baseless or fabricated content described the West as instigating the Kremlin or exaggerated
support for Russia and its economic results, also exploiting the ongoing European football championship
(see slides 7 and 9).

Many false or misleading information tried to blame migrants for several crimes in various countries, in
line with the narrative that portrays them as violent or criminal. Moreover, in the context of the various
elections, they are described as “taking power” through various baseless claims — for example, that
they are outnumbering citizens and winning elections, with the help of some parties — while national
governments and the EU are said to privilege them or favor uncontrolled immigration.



https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34XL2EL
https://www.faktisk.no/artikler/z9672/russisk-video-av-norsk-leiesoldat-iscenesatt
https://www.logicallyfacts.com/en/fact-check/false-no-several-hundred-nato-mercenaries-were-not-killed-in-a-russian-missile-attack-on-the-yavoriv-military-base-in-ukraine
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34VA34V
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34VA34V
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/w-lipcu-czeka-nas-mobilizacja-falszywa-depesza-pap/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2024/06/05/uebung-der-schweizer-luftwaffe-hat-nichts-mit-kriegsvorbereitung-deutschlands-zu-tun/
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/06/18/i-tzortzia-meloni-den-dilose-oti-tha-anagkasei-ti-rosia-na-paradothei/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/240619-99-453278/
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/ruska-ekonomika-se-ve-svetovem-zebricku-propada
https://www.ostro.si/si/razkrinkavanje/objave/na-posnetku-s-kongresnega-trga-se-niso-pretepali-migranti
https://www.logicallyfacts.com/en/fact-check/false-denmark-s-prime-minister-was-allegedly-attacked-by-a-polish-citizen-not-a-muslim-asylum-seeker
https://factcheckcyprus.org/fact-checks/parapliroforisi/african-migrants-did-not-throw-pregnant-woman-off-bus-in-paris/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/240626-99-541423/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2024/06/25/nicht-wien-sondern-australien-video-von-toedlichem-streit-fuer-auslaenderfeindliche-hetze-genutzt/
https://proveri.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34YN8TA
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240624/reino-unido-elecciones-alcalde-islam/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240624/reino-unido-elecciones-alcalde-islam/
https://www.newtral.es/candidatos-musulmanes-socialistas-belgica/20240607/
https://factcheckcyprus.org/fact-checks/eu_does_not_promote_illegal_immigration/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/confirma-se-que-o-governo-de-espanha-chegou-a-um-acordo-para-a-contratacao-de-26-000-camionistas-marroquinos/
https://www.newtral.es/espana-desaladora-marruecos-250-millones-sanchez/20240625/
https://factcheck.vlaanderen/factcheck/aanvragen-gezinshereniging-niet-langer-automatisch-erkend-na-verstrijken-beslissingstermijn
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/este-video-mostra-marcelo-rebelo-de-sousa-em-timor-a-promover-a-substituicao-da-populacao-portuguesa/
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OTHER RELEVANT DISINFORMATION NARRATIVES

&

1

LGB TO

I

As happened last summer and winter, the arrival of severe temperatures brings a surge in climate-related
disinformation. In June, various false stories circulated, denying the climate crisis or the effects of human
actions on it.

False stories undermining support for climate activists, electric vehicles, or renewable energy were quite
common in June, while disinformation content targeting climate countermeasures in the context of the
farmers’ protests is still circulating, as well as various known conspiracies.

Since June is Pride Month, some false stories — even if less than last year — targeted the LGBTQ+
community. Disinformation alleged some ongoing attempts to indoctrinate or deprave children, or the
existence of a political will by some élites to privilege this minority, often described as dedicated to
pedophilia.



https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/EDMO-27-Horizontal-FCB.pdf
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/EDMO-31-HorizontalCORRECT.pdf#pag=6
https://factchecknederland.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34WH3M9
https://napravoumiru.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34YW3RK
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34YZ4YM
https://napravoumiru.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34VE4NT
https://epl.delfi.ee/artikkel/120303884/faktikontroll-kas-tuulikud-tapavad-ja-neid-tohib-rajada-rannikust-vaid-140-kilomeetri-kaugusele-ei-see-on-taielik-vale
https://www.thejournal.ie/dail-eu-nature-restoration-law-6412964-Jun2024/
https://factcheck.vlaanderen/factcheck/poster-toont-verkeerde-cijfers-over-stikstofuitstoot-landbouw
https://www.logicallyfacts.com/en/fact-check/false-2022-footage-misattributed-as-dutch-farmers-recently-traveling-to-brussels-protest
https://www.tjekdet.dk/faktatjek/danmarksdemokrat-overdriver-tab-af-arbejdspladser-med-ny-co2-afgift
https://factcheckgreek.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34XM6R7
https://factchecknederland.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34WK9LG
https://factcheckgreek.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34ZH9PK
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/EDMO-25-Horizontal-FCB.pdf
https://www.lakmusz.hu/pandemiaszerzodestol-a-haboruparti-brusszeli-elitig-milyen-hamis-informaciok-terjedtek-a-fico-merenylettel-kapcsolatban/
https://www.lakmusz.hu/pandemiaszerzodestol-a-haboruparti-brusszeli-elitig-milyen-hamis-informaciok-terjedtek-a-fico-merenylettel-kapcsolatban/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/este-video-mostra-livro-pornografico-infantil-destinado-a-incutir-a-agenda-lgbti-nas-criancas/
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/prispevek-prekrucuje-dokument-who-o-standardech-sexualni-vychovy
https://www.factchecker.gr/2024/06/27/mom-and-dads-swinger-party-is-not-a-childrens-book/
https://rus.delfi.ee/statja/120300660/pravda-li-chto-kievskiy-metropoliten-vypustil-proezdnye-bilety-s-izobrazheniem-celuyushchihsya-muzhchin
https://rus.delfi.ee/statja/120301896/pravda-li-chto-muzhchina-na-kablukah-iz-virusnogo-video-starshiy-oficer-nato
https://www.thejournal.ie/did-germany-decriminalise-child-sex-abuse-material-debunk-factcheck-6400006-Jun2024/
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FOOTBALL, FLAGS AND PROPAGANDA

In June, some messages in line with the narratives reported in the previous slide have been vehiculated taking
advantage of the visibility of the European football championship. Euro 2024 is a major sports event and disinformation
tends to exploit similar occasions.

Various false claims promoted usual Russian propaganda messages. Aside from a widespread edited video purporting
to show football fans praising Putin (see slide 9), others used flags to wrongly exaggerate support for Russia and
undermine support for the Ukrainian cause. For example, false stories alleged that the flag of pro-Russian separatists
from eastern Ukraine was visible during a match or that UEFA, European soccer’s governing body, banned the
Slovakian flag from Euro 2024 matches because of its similarity to the Russian one.

UEFA has been also accused of ordering captains of the teams in the competition
to wear rainbow armbands, in line with the narrative of institutions favoring

the LGBTQ+ community. In this regard, the rainbow flag was used in Greece

in disinformation content by digitally adding on it the logo of the ruling party,
while in Spain it was claimed that the Spanish flag was replaced by

the rainbow one in the Andalusian Parliament.



https://www.knack.be/factcheck/factcheck-nee-dit-zijn-geen-deelnemers-van-het-eurovisiesongfestival/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/240619-99-453319/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/240619-99-453319/
https://demagog.sk/uefa-nezakazala-na-zapasoch-slovensku-vlajku
https://demagog.sk/uefa-nezakazala-na-zapasoch-slovensku-vlajku
https://fakty.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34Y27J8
https://demagog.sk/uefa-nenariadila-kapitanom-na-futbalovych-majstrovstvach-duhove-pasky
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/06/24/psevdis-ischyrismos-gia-diatagi-tis-uefa-gia-perivrachionia-sta-chromata-tis-loatki-koinotitas-sto-euro-2020/
https://factcheckgreek.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34ZD8WH
https://www.factchecker.gr/2024/06/17/digitally-altered-image-of-rainbow-flag/
https://info-veritas.com/desinformacion-no-sustituido-bandera-espana-orgullo-lgtbi-parlamento-andalucia/
https://info-veritas.com/desinformacion-no-sustituido-bandera-espana-orgullo-lgtbi-parlamento-andalucia/

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

AI-GENERATED DISINFORMATION

The percentage of disinformation stories using Al-generated content remained stable in June. Out of 1.750 fact-
checking articles, 67 addressed the use of this disinformation technique. This corresponds to 4% of the total, the
same percentage reported in May.

Although the number appears to be quite low — as it was during previous months — false
content exploiting Al tools can sometimes be particularly tricky. For example, the story of
the banning of Slovakian flags from Euro 2024 used a video, Al-modified with voice cloning,
pretending to come from an authoritative press agency.
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https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/EDMO-36-Horizontal.pdf
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/EDMO-35-Horizontal.pdf#page=7
https://demagog.sk/uefa-nezakazala-na-zapasoch-slovensku-vlajku
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THE FIVE FALSE STORIES WITH
THE WIDEST CIRCULATION IN THE
EU IN JUNE, BASED ON THE FACT-

CHECKERS' REPORTS, WERE:

B Joe Biden tried to sit on an invisible
chair during the celebration of the D-Day
anniversary

® Romanian football fans shouted pro-Putin
slogans during a Euro 2024 match

A A US court established that Covid-19
vaccines are not vaccines

€ Zelensky bought a hotel-casino in Cyprus

% Various content (news, videos, images etc.)
claiming that the EU Elections have been

rigged



https://www.newtral.es/video-biden-silla-fake/20240610/
https://www.newtral.es/video-biden-silla-fake/20240610/
https://napravoumiru.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34YM9XQ
https://napravoumiru.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34YM9XQ
https://epl.delfi.ee/artikkel/120304177/faktikontroll-kohus-ei-otsustanud-et-covid-19-vastane-vaktsiin-pole-paris-vaktsiin
https://rus.delfi.ee/statja/120299133/pravda-li-chto-zelenskiy-kupil-kazino-na-severnom-kipre
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34W78YT
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/hintergrund/2024/06/03/diese-falschbehauptungen-kursieren-zur-europawahl-2024/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/hintergrund/2024/06/03/diese-falschbehauptungen-kursieren-zur-europawahl-2024/
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THE MOST SIGNIFICANT VERIFIED DISINFORMATION
STORIES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL:

Q a2

During the legislative France imposed a curfew The media made no mention Kyiv Metro had
campaign, parties “desperate” due to incidents in protests of the Slovak victims of the developed a special
to support Emmanuel Macron after the far-right victory in train crash in the Czech city Pride Month design for

promised to give 100 euros the European election of Pardubice, reporting only transport cards, which
to each voter that two Ukrainians died and featured two men
blaming Russia for the accident kissing


https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20240614/francia-no-decretado-toque-queda-tras-protestas-por-resultados-europeas/16148507.shtml
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34ZM7HQ
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/media-informuji-o-vsech-obetech-vlakove-nehody-nejen-o-ukrajinkach
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/media-informuji-o-vsech-obetech-vlakove-nehody-nejen-o-ukrajinkach
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/media-informuji-o-vsech-obetech-vlakove-nehody-nejen-o-ukrajinkach
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/media-informuji-o-vsech-obetech-vlakove-nehody-nejen-o-ukrajinkach
https://rus.delfi.ee/statja/120300660/pravda-li-chto-kievskiy-metropoliten-vypustil-proezdnye-bilety-s-izobrazheniem-celuyushchihsya-muzhchin
https://rus.delfi.ee/statja/120300660/pravda-li-chto-kievskiy-metropoliten-vypustil-proezdnye-bilety-s-izobrazheniem-celuyushchihsya-muzhchin
https://rus.delfi.ee/statja/120300660/pravda-li-chto-kievskiy-metropoliten-vypustil-proezdnye-bilety-s-izobrazheniem-celuyushchihsya-muzhchin
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METHODOLOGY

The information contained in this brief was collected via a questionnaire sent to
the fact-checking organizations that are part of the EDMOQ fact-checking network.

Reference period: 1-30 June 2024. Number of respondents: 34.
Main editor of this brief: Tommaso Canetta and Enzo Panizio, Pagella Politica/Facta.
For further information: f.canetta @pagellapolitica.it.

% % EDMO has received funding
* * from the European Union
*

* 4 M under Contract number: “LC-01935415”


https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-community/
mailto:t.canetta%40pagellapolitica.it?subject=

