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COVID-19

Covid-19 vaccines are dangerous: False information about 

vaccines, including claims that chips are inserted into bodies 

through Covid-19 vaccines to control people via 5G, as well as 

assertions that vaccines cause death and side effects, has 

been circulating recently. Such misinformation could heighten 

distrust in vaccines and governments. Given that vaccination 

campaigns were a key focus of the EU during the pandemic, 

this narrative is anticipated to resurface leading up to the 

elections. 

Scandal of the European Commission: Further 

disinformation of Covid-19 conspiracy is particularly 

heightened by the circulation of false news alleging that the 

EU Commission president, Ursula von der Leyen, is under 

investigation due to her husband's alleged connection to the 

company that supplied a significant quantity of vaccine shots 

to the EU.

ESCALATION OF THE WAR IN UKRAINE

The EU is preparing to intervene on the ground: The false 

news that troops from EU countries are arriving in Ukraine 

might be used to trigger citizens’ fears of the escalation of the 

war in Ukraine and influence their votes in the EU elections. 

Bulgaria is also at the center of circulating disinformation in 

the context of Russian interference in their national elections, 

as denounced by the European Parliament on 22 April 2024. 

In this context, false news keeps depicting Ukrainians as 

dangerous and unreliable with support received from the EU 

Member States, as Ukrainian soldiers are accused of killing 

Bulgarian citizens with Bulgarian weapons.

https://facta.news/antibufale/2024/04/30/legge-5g-vaccini-covid/
https://facta.news/antibufale/2024/04/30/legge-5g-vaccini-covid/
https://euc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/vaccines%20causing%20death%20and%20side%20effects
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)679063
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)679063
https://www.publico.pt/2024/03/22/politica/noticia/nao-marido-von-der-leyen-nao-trabalha-pfizer-lider-chega-2084508
https://www.publico.pt/2024/03/22/politica/noticia/nao-marido-von-der-leyen-nao-trabalha-pfizer-lider-chega-2084508
https://vistinomer.mk/ne-e-tocno-deka-francuski-trupi-pristignale-vo-ukrainskiot-grad-slavjansk/
https://www.mediapool.bg/evroparlamentat-predupredi-za-ruska-namesa-v-bulgaria-v-izborite-na-9-yuni-news358594.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/B-9-2024-0266_EN.html
https://factcheck.bg/dezinformacionna-kampaniya-celi-da-vnushi-che-ukrainskata-armiya-izbiva-balgari-s-balgarski-snaryadi/
https://factcheck.bg/dezinformacionna-kampaniya-celi-da-vnushi-che-ukrainskata-armiya-izbiva-balgari-s-balgarski-snaryadi/


1. A revision of the EU common agriculture policy (CAP) 

was approved by the European Parliament on 24 April 2024 to 

address the demands of EU farmers and reduce administrative 

burdens. As this is happening within the context of the farmers' 

protests, this revision of the CAP could trigger further 

disinformation on the topic.

→ Read the press release of the European Parliament here. 

2. As the European Parliament approved new rules to 

combat money laundering on 24 April 2024, including a rule 

limiting large cash payments to 10,000 EUR, it is very likely 

that disinformation will circulate, with narratives exaggerating 

the reach and the scope of EU’s decisions.

→ Read the press release of the European Parliament here. 

3. The 68th edition of the Eurovision Contest is taking place 

in Sweden on 7-11 May 2024, and related disinformation, in 

particular connected to the participation of Israel, might grow. 

The European Broadcasting Union (EBU) has already 

published a statement on the abuse and harassment of 

competing artists, which has been targeted by social media 

campaigns. Like last year, cyberattacks and other hostile 

actions from external actors like Russia can be expected. 

→ Read the statement of the EBU here. 

4. Lebanon is set to receive a 1-billion-euro financial aid 

package from the EU until 2027. Migration-related 

disinformation could be sparked by this news, as well as 

narratives targeting the EU for financing a government that 

has ties with the political arm of the Islamic terrorist 

organization Hezbollah.

→ Read for example Politico reporting on the news here. 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240419IPR20582/parliament-approves-a-revision-of-the-eu-s-common-agricultural-policy
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240419IPR20586/new-eu-rules-to-combat-money-laundering-adopted
https://eurovision.tv/mediacentre/release/ebu-statement-esc-2024-artists
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-pledges-1-billion-euro-aid-package-to-lebanon/#:~:text=Ursula%20von%20der%20Leyen%20announces%20aid%20package%20to%20last%20until%202027.&text=European%20Commission%20President%20Ursula%20von,flow%20of%20refugees%20to%20Europe.
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