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DISINFORMATION ABOUT UKRAINE CONTINUES TO GROW SIGNIFICANTLY,
FALSE CONTENT ABOUT THE CLIMATE AND LGBTQ ISSUES INCREASES
SLIGHTLY

The 36 organizations™ part of the EDMO fact-checking network that contributed to this brief published a total

of 1.729 fact-checking articles in March 2024. Out of these articles, 240 (14%) focused on Ukraine-related
disinformation; 136 (8%) on climate change-related disinformation; 135 (8%) on disinformation related to the EU; 56
(3%) focused on the conflict between Israel and Hamas; 75 (4%) on COVID-19-related disinformation; 92 (5%) on
disinformation related to immigration; and 45 (3%) on disinformation about LGBTQ+ and gender issues.

The increase of disinformation about the war in Ukraine has been observed since November 2023, and its
percentage doubled in the last two months, going from 7% in January to 14% in March. False stories about climate
change increased moderately, as did false stories targeting the LGBTQ+ community. Disinformation about the

EU remained stable, while disinformation about migration issues decreased slightly overall. The percentages of
disinformation about Covid-19 and the war between Israel and Hamas are the lowest recorded for these two topics
since EDMO monitoring began.

* Organizations that contributed to this brief: 15min, AFP, APA, Correctiv, Delfi, Demagog.cz, Demagog.pl, Demagog.sk, DPA, DW, Eesti Pdevaleht, EFE Verifica,
Ellinika Hoaxes, Eurocomunicare, Fact Check Cyprus, Factcheck Vlaanderen, FactReview, Faktisk, FranceTV, Funky, Greece Fact Check, InfoVeritas, Lakmusz,
Logically Facts, Maldita, Medizin transparent, Newtral, Ostro, PagellaPolitica/Facta, Poligrafo, Pravda, Re:Baltica, The Journal Fact-Check, TjekDet, Verifica RTVE,
Verificat
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MACRON’S STATEMENTS ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF SENDING EUROPEAN
TROOPS IN UKRAINE PROMPTED WAVES OF DISINFORMATION AGAINST HIM
AND ABOUT ESCALATION

After the French President Emmanuel Macron openly discussed the possibility of sending European
troops to Ukraine to help Kyiv win the war against Russia, first at the end of February and then again in
mid-March, disinformation intensified two already existing narratives* targeting respectively the topic of a
possible escalation - this narrative has been pushed by Russian officials as well - and Macron himself.

Escalation - In France a link circulated to a website, allegedly from the French Ministry of the Armed
Forces, calling on 200,000 people to “sign up” for Ukraine; in Poland false news were circulated that

the country is going to war against Russia and it is ready to send troops in Ukraine, and that Poland has
given competences to the European Union to decide on military conscription; in Hungary it was falsely
claimed that a German general said they should expect war with Russia within 5 years; in Estonia it has
been claimed that French troops are already moving toward Ukraine; in Spain and Portugal false news
circulated about Portugal summoning reservists, under penalty of a fine of 500 euros if they do not go to

fight in the war in Ukraine, and so on.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DFycbaGtRZE
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/politics/article/2024/03/15/macron-repeats-nothing-excluded-on-ukraine-rebuts-accusations-of-electoral-opportunism_6621643_5.html#:~:text=War%20in%20Ukraine-,Macron%20repeats%20'nothing%20excluded'%20on%20Ukraine%2C%20rebuts%20accusations%20of,Ukraine%20in%20support%20of%20Kyiv.
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/melas/ar-tikrai-prancuzija-jau-ruosiasi-siusti-savo-karius-i-ukraina-96259127
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34MN2RF
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/polska-idzie-na-wojne-nie-ma-takich-planow/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/bruksela-bedzie-decydowala-o-poborze-do-wojska-fake-news/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/bruksela-bedzie-decydowala-o-poborze-do-wojska-fake-news/
https://www.lakmusz.hu/apati-bence-egy-nemet-tabornok-szerint-5-even-belul-haborura-kell-szamitanunk-az-oroszokkal/
https://www.lakmusz.hu/apati-bence-egy-nemet-tabornok-szerint-5-even-belul-haborura-kell-szamitanunk-az-oroszokkal/
https://epl.delfi.ee/artikkel/120279541/faktikontroll-prantsusmaa-pole-otsustanud-et-viib-oma-vaed-ukrainasse
https://epl.delfi.ee/artikkel/120279541/faktikontroll-prantsusmaa-pole-otsustanud-et-viib-oma-vaed-ukrainasse
https://www.newtral.es/reservistas-portugal-ejercito-ucrania-otan-circular-bulo/20240403/

Emmanuel Macron - The French president was also subject of two main lines of disinformation not
directly linked to the war in Ukraine, even if widespread in the EU: in connection with the farmers’
protest (a topic widely exploited by Russian disinformation, as recently reported in a EDMO brief), and in
the context of a transphobic disinformation narrative that targets his wife Brigitte. Russian propaganda
used a similar narrative in the past against the Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zelensky.

*We remind here of our definition of “disinformation
narrative”: a clear message emerging from a con-
sistent set of content that can be demonstrated as
false with the fact-checking methodology.


https://factchecknederland.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34KE7LD
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/EDMO-33-Horizontal.pdf#page=4
https://www.factchecker.gr/2024/03/15/fake-front-page-of-charlie-hebdo-with-macron-and-ms-macron/
https://factcheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32JY8PP-1
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DISINFORMATION ABOUT THE ATTACK AT THE CROCUS CITY HALL
AND OTHER ANTI UKRAINIAN NARRATIVES

The terrorist attack at the Crocus City Hall, a concert hall near Moscow, on March 22, triggered
disinformation across Europe. A dedicated EDMO investigation showed how false stories followed
the Kremlin’s efforts to blame Ukraine for the massacre claimed by ISIS. From the data collected for
this brief, it emerges that some of those stories were among the most viral detected falsehoods in
the EU in March.

Amid made-up content that alleged connections of the assaulters with Ukraine, very significant was
an artificially generated deepfake — aired a few hours after the assault by Russian television channel
NTV and then circulated on social media — of Oleksiy Danilov, the secretary of Ukraine’s National
Security and Defense Council, praising the mass shooting.

Other relevant false stories targeting Ukraine in March alleged that Ukrainian ammunition,
refugees and goods exports endanger EU citizens, that men subject to military service
are fleeing the invaded country, that the war is staged, and even that the Ukrainians
welcome Russian soldiers when they arrive.
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https://edmo.eu/publications/how-disinformation-is-supporting-kremlins-narrative-that-blames-ukraine-for-the-terrorist-attack-in-moscow/
https://www.newtral.es/pasaporte-ucraniano-terrorista-moscu-detenido-bryansk-bulo/20240325/
https://www.logicallyfacts.com/en/fact-check/false-white-van-filmed-near-crocus-city-hall-has-a-belarusian-license-plate-not-ukrainian
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2024/03/24/parousiazoun-ton-komiko-sam-hyde-os-ypopto-gia-tin-tromokratiki-epithesi-sti-moscha/
https://facta.news/antibufale/2024/03/25/funzionario-ucraino-attentato-mosca-deepfake/
https://twitter.com/CforCD/status/1771488189749792983
https://twitter.com/CforCD/status/1771488189749792983
https://factreview.gr/2024/03/24/fake-claim-that-oleksiy-danilov-said-attack-on-moscow-is-entertaining-edited-video/
https://www.factchecker.gr/2024/03/21/object-found-in-rhodes-is-not-a-ukrainian-naval-mine/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/w-ukrainie-cisza-i-spokoj-wraca-stary-fake-news-z-2022-roku/
https://blog.factual.ro/stiri-false-cu-importurile-de-grau-din-ucraina/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2024/03/27/polen-meldet-gefluechtete-die-nach-einem-besuch-in-der-ukraine-nach-deutschland-reisen-nicht-der-ukraine/
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/sehrana-scena-o-bojich-na-ukrajine-je-soucasti-noveho-televizniho-serialu
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/tak-to-vypada-kdyz-okupanti-vyrazi-na-frontu
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AI-GENERATED DISINFORMATION

The percentage of disinformation stories using Al-generated content remained stable in March. Out of 1.729
fact-checking articles, 87 used this disinformation technique. This corresponds to 5% of the total, the same as in
February.

In addition to the aforementioned deep fake of the Ukrainian commander praising the (@i\\ ] /i\‘/\
attack on Crocus City Hall, other significant Al-generated disinformation stories included ‘,!/bré/“;if\{f.\\'\\!‘
images of the burning pyramid of the Louvre Museum in Paris (spread with the claim that \g/"//\l)\V'\'gl
immigrants caused the fire), alleged farmer protests in Poland, and a pregnant male doll \%\/}‘gg‘\'\(\/é/
that is allegedly being marketed. /‘;‘\
N



https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20240311/piramide-museo-louvre-llamas-ia/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/czy-to-zdjecie-z-protestu-rolnikow-nie-to-dzielo-ai/
https://epl.delfi.ee/artikkel/120277251/faktikontroll-pilt-rasedast-ken-nukust-on-manipuleeritud-sellist-nukku-ei-eksisteeri
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THE FOUR FALSE STORIES WITH THE
WIDEST CIRCULATION IN THE EU
IN MARCH, BASED ON THE FACT-

CHECKERS' REPORTS, WERE:

B EU Commission President Ursula von der
Leyen is related to a Nazi official
(this narrative is old but in March came up
again)

® The European Commission is considering a
ban on repairing vehicles over
15 years old

A Ukrainian official admitting its own country’s
responsibilities in Moscow
terror attack (it is actually a deep fake)

€ One of the terrorists arrested for the Moscow
attack is a Chechen commander who fought
against Russia in Ukraine



https://proveri.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34KY8J8
https://epl.delfi.ee/artikkel/120276516/faktikontroll-euroopa-liit-ei-plaani-keelata-vanade-autode-remontimist
https://epl.delfi.ee/artikkel/120276516/faktikontroll-euroopa-liit-ei-plaani-keelata-vanade-autode-remontimist
https://www.newtral.es/participacion-ucrania-ataque-moscu-oleksiy-danilov/20240323/
https://verifica.efe.com/detenidos-atentado-moscu-no-checheno-lucha-ucrania/
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THE MOST SIGNIFICANT VERIFIED DISINFORMATION
STORIES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL:
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The ex-president Basque schools have A study had shown that A study has shown that
of Ukraine, prohibited children from electric vehicles pollute 86% of pedophiles are
Petro Poroshenko, bringing food to recess 1,850 times more than gay or bisexual
is calling for because they are in fuel-powered vehicles

peace with Russia Ramadan


https://info-veritas.com/desinformacion-ramadan-pais-vasco-recreo/
https://info-veritas.com/desinformacion-ramadan-pais-vasco-recreo/
https://demagog.sk/porosenko2019
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.34MQ9LK
https://factcheckcyprus.org/fact-checks/ellipis-pliroforia/to_86_ton_paideraston_den_einai_omofulofiloi/
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METHODOLOGY

The information contained in this brief was collected via a questionnaire sent to
the fact-checking organizations that are part of the EDMOQ fact-checking network.

Reference period: 1-31 March 2024. Number of respondents: 36.
Main editor of this brief: Tommaso Canetta and Enzo Panizio, Pagella Politica/Facta.
For further information: f.canetta @pagellapolitica.it.

T EDMO has received funding
* * from the European Union
*

* 4 M under Contract number: “LC-01935415”
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