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A STRONG AND GROWING NETWORK

The EDMO fact-checking network aims to foster a stronger cooperation between European fact-checking organizations, to allow quick and
effective communication between them and to produce, thanks to joint efforts, a variety of fact-checking outputs.
One of its main outputs has been a monthly brief on disinformation at the EU level.

When the first brief was published, in July 2021, the EDMO network consisted of 13 fact-checking organizations, covering 18 EU Member States. In
the following months it became even stronger: when the 18th brief was published, in December 2022, the network had grown to count 37 fact-
checking organizations, covering 25 EU Member States* and Norway.
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Members of the network are requested monthly to provide information about their fact-checking work at the national level, in order to identify

trends and narratives in disinformation at the EU level.

The number of respondents to the monthly questionnaire grew from an average of 11 for the first three monthly briefs(July-August- EDMO
September 2021)to an average of 27 in the last three monthly briefs(October-November-December 2022).


https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/First_Fact-Checking_Report_July_2021_%CE%97.pdf
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/EDMO-18-Horizontal-FCB.pdf
https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-briefs

DISINFORMATION IN THE EU: MAIN TOPICS

Since its first publication, EDMO monthly briefs have measured the share of the detected disinformation about COVID-19 on the total,
i.e. the total amount of items fact-checked by members of the network in a given month. Since February 2022 detected disinformation
about the war in Ukraine has also been measured, and since July 2022 climate change-related disinformation as well.
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https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/First_Fact-Checking_Report_July_2021_%CE%97.pdf
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Eighth_Fact-Checking_Report_Mar_2022_H.pdf
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/EDMO-14-Horizontal.pdf
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COVID-19 related disinformation, since EDMO monitoring started, registered the highest percentages in
December 2021(51.5% of the total detected disinformation)and January 2022 (46.5%), in correspondence of
the 2022/2023 winter wave of cases recorded in the EU.

Disinformation seems to be very often ancillary to information, since it appears to follow trends in
mainstream media closely. So in a period of dramatic surge of the number of COVID-19 cases, information
covered extensively the pandemic, and disinformation focused on the topic too.

Ukraine-related disinformation was almost nonexistent until the beginning of the war, even if news reports
about the concentrations of Russian troops were already present in mainstream media in January-February
2022. Since the 24th of February, the number of false news about Ukraine skyrocketed, and in March the
percentage of detected disinformation about the war hit a new record in the EDMO briefs series for a single topic:
59% of the total detected disinformation.

Since then the percentage constantly decreased until the end of the summer, reaching its lowest pointin
September 2022. In October and November 2022, the percentage started rising again, even if it is far from the

levels recorded in the first months of the war.

Disinformation related to climate change never reached the peaks detected about disinformation related to
Ukraine and COVID-19, according to the EDMO briefs. Since EDMO briefs started measuring it (July 2022), it
never went higher than 20% of the total detected disinformation. It peaked in August 2022, probably in
relation to the heat waves that hit Europe during the summer, and then basically halved as a percentage of the
total. Butitis worth noting that there has been a constant topic of disinformationin the EU.
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https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Seventh_Fact-Checking_Report_Jan_2022_H.pdf
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Eighth_Fact-Checking_Report_Feb_2022_H.pdf
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&time=2020-03-01..latest&facet=none&pickerSort=desc&pickerMetric=new_cases_smoothed_per_million&Metric=Confirmed+cases&Interval=7-day+rolling+average&Relative+to+Population=true&Color+by+test+positivity=false&country=~European+Union
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Eighth_Fact-Checking_Report_Mar_2022_H.pdf
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Tenth_Fact-Checking_Report_Apr_2022_H.pdf#page=1&zoom=auto,-18,777
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/EDMO-16-Horizontal.pdf
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/EDMO-14-Horizontal.pdf#page=2&zoom=auto,-284,727
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/EDMO-15-Horizontal-.pdf

DISINFORMATION IN THE EU: MAIN NARRATIVES

A common aspect of the disinformation detected about the pandemic, the war in Ukraine and climate change, is that the main narratives tend to
persist in time, finding new ways to emerge. For example, in November 2022 the World Cup in Qatar rekindled the old disinformation narrative

about Ukrainians being pro-Nazi.

The large majority of disinformation narratives detected in the EDMO monthly briefs when the monitoring started are still active as for November

2022 (the 18th and last EDMO monthly brief here considered).
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War in Ukraine @

Disinformation narrative

Russian invasion of Ukraine is justified (e.g. there was a genocide of Russian-speaking
civiliansin Donbass)

Pro-Ukraine war propaganda(e.g. “Ghost of Kiev”)

Pro-Russia war propaganda(e.g. exaggerating Russian military achievements)

Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zelensky is a Nazi, a satanist, a drug addict, a coward etc.
Western traditional media(e.g. BBC or CNN)spread false news/false images about the war

War's worst massacres are staged (e.g. Mariupol's hospital, Bucha, Izyum, Kupiansk)/
Ukrainians victims are “crisis actors”

Ukrainians and Ukrainian forces are largely pro-Nazi

First detection Still detected

February 2022

February 2022
February 2022
February 2022
February 2022

March 2022

March 2022

—_—
=DMO
_—


https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/EDMO-18-Horizontal-FCB.pdf
https://proveri.afp.com/doc.afp.com.324N32G
https://verifica.efe.com/fantasma-kiev-ucrania-nombres-ficticios-fotos-antiguas/
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.328L7M4
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2022/03/02/photo-of-ukrainian-president-volodmir-zelensky-holding-a-football-shirt-with-a-swastika-altered-image/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20220317/zelenski-borracho-huido-satanista-bulos/
https://facta.news/immagine-modificata/2022/04/20/questo-video-non-mostra-zelensky-che-ammette-di-fare-uso-di-cocaina/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/bbc-transmitiu-imagens-de-treino-militar-como-se-fossem-da-guerra-na-ucrania
https://facta.news/notizia-falsa/2022/03/25/no-la-cnn-non-ha-confuso-un-resort-in-serbia-con-un-hotel-bombardato-in-ucraina/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/ostrzal-szpitala-w-mariupolu-byl-ustawka-fake-news/
https://factcheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.327R8KF
https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/pasaulis/bucos-scenarijus-kartojasi-propaganda-aiskina-kad-kapaviete-iziume-vaidyba-57-1935582
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2022/11/21/metadata-video-corpses-kupyansk-disinfo/
https://www.mimikama.at/faktencheck/keine-crisis-actors-geschminkt/
https://www.knack.be/factcheck/factcheck-nee-dit-is-geen-oekraiens-trouwfeest-waar-de-nazigroet-wordt-gedaan/
https://www.newtral.es/soldados-bandera-nazi/20220304/
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Disinformation narrative

Ukrainian refugees are violent, nazi, thieves, parasites etc.

Militar, economical and humanitarian aids to Ukraine are useless/dangerous, because of
Ukraine’s corruption and unreliability (e.g. western weapons sold to the black market)

Exaggerated russophobic sentiment in European countries(in the Baltics States in
particular)

Exaggerated negative economical, social, political consequences of the war in Russia

Exaggerated negative economical consequences of the war and of the sanctionsin Europe

Ukraine's allies are pro-Nazi / exploit Ukraine (e.g. Poland wants to conquer Western
Ukraine; U.S. is buying Ukraine’s lands cheaply etc.)

Firstdetection Still detected

March 2022

March 2022

March 2022

March 2022

March 2022

March 2022
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https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/ukrainscy-uchodzcy-demoluja-sklep-nagranie-pochodzi-sprzed-wojny/
https://facta.news/fuori-contesto/2022/05/04/questa-donna-con-una-svastica-tatuata-non-e-rifugiata-ucraina/
https://ru.rebaltica.lv/archives/3872
https://epl.delfi.ee/artikkel/96388371/faktikontroll-sojapogenikele-ei-hakata-igakuiselt-900-eurot-toetust-maksma-see-on-teadlik-vaenu-tekitamine
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32MK7L8-1
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/hintergrund/2022/10/06/waffenschmuggel-in-der-ukraine-das-steckt-hinter-den-behauptungen/
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2022/09/19/dresden-library-calling-to-burn-russian-books-fake/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/belgium/220921-99-851938/
https://factcheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32JW4ZX-1
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2022/10/20/wladimir-putin-fuer-einen-angeblichen-anschlag-gibt-es-keine-belege/
https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/neigia-propaganda-kad-es-nares-sulauke-dideles-infliacijos-del-sankciju-rusijai-56-1684470
https://facta.news/notizia-falsa/2022/05/09/questi-documenti-secondo-cui-la-polonia-si-preparerebbe-a-invadere-lucraina-sono-falsi/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/belgium/220602-99-524574/

COVID-19

Disinformation narrative
The pandemic is a hoax

Sars-Cov-2 is not really that much dangerous

Conspiracy theories about depopulating the world/experimenting on people/inserting chips
(“plandemic”)

COVID-19 Vaccines are very dangerous/lethal

Vaccinated people are prevented to do a series of activities(e.g. driving)

Pcr tests, face-masks and other means to prevent COVID-19 are useless

Miraculous remedies/drugs against COVID-19

Clear evidence that the Sars-Cov-2 virus has been engineered in a Chinese lab

Protests against COVID-19-related containment measures are bigger than what the traditional
media shows

Brutal repression of protests/extreme punishments for non-vaccinated people

Protests were successful in many countries, forcing authorities to call off the vaccination
campaigns

Firstdetection

June 2021
June 2021

June 2021

June 2021
June 2021
June 2021
June 2021
June 2021

July 2021

July 2021

September 2021

Still detected
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https://factcheck.afp.com/conspiracy-theorist-hoax-pandemic-video-goes-viral-despite-facebook-ban
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2021/07/07/lisboa-court-152-covid-deaths-disinformation/?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=pmd_dd436de224ba9d7a1354f9e74338691d429cb9fc-1628499250-0-gqNtZGzNAk2jcnBszQii
https://www.tjekdet.dk/faktatjek/ny-corona-dokumentar-sender-igen-konspirationsteorier-i-omloeb-0
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2022/09/07/france-fda-vaccines-mix/
https://www.newtral.es/coagulos-sangre-vuelo-vacuna-bulo/20210605/
https://factcheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32PX4RV
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2022/06/14/australische-arzneimittelbehoerde-erklaerte-pcr-tests-nicht-fuer-sinnlos/
https://facta.news/notizia-falsa/2021/01/29/non-e-vero-che-secondo-loms-non-e-necessario-indossare-una-mascherina/
https://maldita.es/malditaciencia/20200228/remedios-falsos-pseudociencias-coronavirus-mms-homeopatia/
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32HU7A2
https://healthfeedback.org/evaluation/viral-new-york-post-article-perpetuates-the-unfounded-claim-that-the-covid-19-virus-is-manmade/
https://edmo.eu/2021/11/11/corona-sceptics-a-small-movement-trying-to-project-a-huge-shadow/
https://sprawdzam.afp.com/http%253A%252F%252Fdoc.afp.com%252F9NF6ZU-1
https://cinjenice.afp.com/http%253A%252F%252Fdoc.afp.com%252F9ND73B-1
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Disinformation narrative

Climate change is not real and/or is not related to human activities
Traditional media spread panic through false news and/or manipulated images
Climate movements are hypocritical and/or foolish

Renewables, recycling, and electric vehicles are useless or dangerous

Fossil fuels do not have a strong negative impact on climate change

Firstdetection

July 2022
July 2022
July 2022
July 2022

August 2022

Still detected
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https://edmo.eu/2022/07/21/disinformation-about-climate-change-main-narratives-in-june-at-the-european-level/
https://edmo.eu/2022/08/08/the-chromatic-change-conspiracy-theory/
https://www.newtral.es/greta-thunberg-glastonbury-basura-bulo/20220706/
https://factcheck.vlaanderen/factcheck/windturbines-verliezen-geen-62-kg-per-turbine-aan-microplastic
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/camioes-misturam-residuos-dos-tres-ecopontos-no-mesmo-contentor-nao-e-apenas-um-mito-sem-fundamento
https://www.verificat.cat/es/fact-check/que-sabemos-de-los-videos-que-muestran-vehiculos-supuestamente-electricos-en-llamas
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32W22KL

OTHER RELEVANT TOPICS OF DISINFORMATION

Migrants, EU institutions, LGBTQ+ communities

Through the months covered by the EDMO monthly briefs, other significant topics of disinformation were detected, even if not quantitatively measured.

Migrants, foreigners - in particular muslims - and ethnic minorities are a recurring target of disinformation, like LGBTO+ communities and EU politicians

and institutions.
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Main events in the news

Disinformation also routinely focuses on the main news of the moment. For example, when Queen Elizabeth Il died in September 2022, many false
news stories were detected about the royal funerals, the circumstances of the death and so on. The same happened with the Qatar World Cup in
November 2022.

False news related to trending topics in the news can usually be of two kinds.

- Thefirst one is click-baiting without a specific underlying narrative, thus less dangerous and potentially harmful than the disinformation
that aims to convey specific messages.

- The second kind exploits the current event to rekindle attacks against traditional targets of disinformation, i.e. it includesitina pre-
existing narrative.

For example, the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan and the following chaos in the country in August 2021 was exploited to spread false news about
Afghani migrants being only young men, “cowards” fleeing the country and leaving behind women and children. Before the winter holidays in
2021/2022,the false news was spread that the EU had an action plan to abolish Christmas. The monkeypox outbreak in May 2022 was used to attack
LGBTOQ+ communities with false news, and the same happened after the Uvalde massacre in Texas. In July 2022 many false news used the protests
by Dutch farmers’ - triggered by the government’s decision to incentivize the reduction of the number of livestock, with the aim to halve nitrogen
oxide and ammonia pollution in the country by 2030 - to spread climate change denialism. In September 2022 Queen Elizabeth’s death was the
pretext to spread disinformation about COVID-19 vaccines, and the gas/price crisis was used to attack national and EU politicians. In November
2022 the Qatar World Cup was the occasion to spread false news about Ukrainians being pro-Nazi.
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https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/EDMO-16-Horizontal.pdf#page=5&zoom=auto,-284,679
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/EDMO-18-Horizontal-FCB.pdf#page=3&zoom=auto,-286,42
https://edmo.eu/2021/09/23/how-disinformation-exploited-the-afghan-crisis/
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Seventh_Fact-Checking_Report_Jan_2022_H.pdf#page=6&zoom=auto,-18,561
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Seventh_Fact-Checking_Report_Jan_2022_H.pdf#page=6&zoom=auto,-18,561
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Twelfth_Fact-Checking_Report_Jun_2022_H.pdf#page=4&zoom=auto,-284,659
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/EDMO-14-Horizontal.pdf#page=5&zoom=auto,-284,701
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/EDMO-16-Horizontal.pdf#page=5&zoom=auto,-284,756
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/EDMO-18-Horizontal-FCB.pdf#page=3&zoom=auto,-286,42
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/EDMO-18-Horizontal-FCB.pdf#page=3&zoom=auto,-286,42

National elections in EU Member States

Especially after the 2020 U.S. presidential elections, false news about elections being rigged, electoral scandals and frauds appeared in many
EU countries before and after national elections. Examples include:

Disinformation about alleged fraud during the Bundestag elections in Germany was detected in September 2021
] (e.g. fake mail-in ballots, unsealed ballot boxes).

millions votes disappearing, about the election being rigged and about electoral frauds were detected in many EU

I Something similar happened in France, during the presidential election in April 2022, when false news about 2
countries.

This kind of disinformation circulated also in smaller countries. For example in October 2021 many false news
claiming that the elections were “stolen” were detected in Latvia.
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https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Fourth_Fact-Checking_Report_Oct_2021_H.pdf#page=6&zoom=auto,-284,655
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2021/09/10/nein-wenn-die-obere-ecke-des-stimmzettels-abgeschnitten-oder-gelocht-ist-ist-er-nicht-ungueltig/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2021/09/29/bundestagswahl-wahlurnen-muessen-keine-siegel-haben-deutschland-berlin-dortmund/
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Eleventh_Fact-Checking_Report_May_2022_H.pdf#page=5&zoom=auto,-18,554
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.328X87B
https://edmo.eu/wp-content/plugins/wonderplugin-pdf-embed/pdfjslight/web/viewer.html?v=2&externallinktarget=2&file=https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/EDMO-17-Horizontal-FCB.pdf#page=7&zoom=auto,-284,569
https://rebaltica.lv/2022/10/nav-pamata-apgalvot-ka-velesanu-rezultati-nav-tiri-vai-velesanas-ir-nozagtas/

THE MOST VIRAL FALSE NEWS DETECTED IN THE EDMO BRIEFS

Each EDMO monthly brief highlighted the stories with the widest circulation in the EU in the considered month, based on the fact-checkers'’
reports. The 10 stories that circulated the most, during the 18 months analyzed, are:

False News

Ukraine hosts secret US bio-labs(e.qg.)

Mariupol's hospital was not bombed by Russia and the attack was staged by the
Ukrainians forces(e.q.)

Western media spread false news about the war in Ukraine (e.qg.)

The horrific scenes recorded in Bucha were staged by Ukrainian forces(e.q.)

Videos/images/news that demonstrate use of cocaine by Zelensky (e.g.)

Died suddenly, a “"documentary” about Covid-19 vaccines spreading conspiracy
theories and false news/misleading information about the vaccination(e.qg.)

Misleading claims about a Pfizer executive admitting that the company did not
properly test its COVID-19 vaccines(e.q.)

Video showing Russians in a 35 km queue at Finland border after Putin’s
announcement of a partial mobilization(e.qg.)

Out-of-context videos and pictures associated with the protests of anti-
government farmers in the Netherlands(e.q.)

Weather maps are being manipulated to exaggerate climate change(e.q.)

Topic

Month of detection

March 2022

March 2022

March 2022

April 2022

April 2022

November 2022

October 2022

September 2022

July 2022

July 2022

Countries of detection (Nr.)

22

20

20

20

20

20

19

16

16

15
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https://www.faktisk.no/artikler/0gp8p/nei-russland-angriper-ikke-amerikanske-laboratorier-i-ukraina
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/ostrzal-szpitala-w-mariupolu-byl-ustawka-fake-news/
https://www.newtral.es/cnn-periodista-muerto-ucrania-afganistan/20220308/
https://factcheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.327R8KF
https://www.knack.be/factcheck/factcheck-video-met-cocaine-op-bureau-van-zelensky-is-fake/
https://edmo.eu/2022/12/06/died-suddenly-yet-another-conspiracy-video-about-covid-19-vaccines-reigniting-disinformation-with-the-same-old-hoaxes/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/hamowanie-transmisji-czy-pfizer-musial-to-sprawdzic-w-badaniu/
https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/rusai-bega-bet-i-kita-puse-35-km-eile-i-suomija-susidare-ne-del-mobilizacijos-56-1936952
https://faktantarkistus.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32EY6PA
https://nieuwscheckers.nl/rode-temperatuurkaarten-in-het-weerbericht-zijn-niet-van-recente-datum/

It emerges clearly from the list that the war in Ukraine, especially in its first months, was the subject of the
most viral false news detected. In many cases these false news echoed Russian propaganda(for example
about Mariupol's hospital bombing, Bucha's massacre and secret U.S. biolabs).

Pro-Russian disinformation is undoubtedly the major disinformation phenomenon linked to the war, but the
EDMO monthly briefs detected also some anti-Russian and/or pro-Ukraine disinformation (for example,
exaggerating the existing phenomenon of young Russians fleeing the country to avoid being drafted).

COVID-19-related disinformation produced some viral false news that were detected by the EDMO monthly
briefs. It is probable that the most relevant examples circulated at the beginning of the pandemic in 2020,
when the EDMO monthly briefs were not published yet.
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METHODOLOGY

The information contained in this brief was collected analyzing the 18 EDMO monthly briefs
published by the end of 2022 (https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-briefs/). Reference period: June
2021-November 2022. Main editor: Tommaso Canetta, Pagella Politica/Facta.news.

For further information: t.canetta@pagellapolitica.it.

s S EDMO has received funding from the European
Y Union under Contract number: LC-01935415
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