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WAR IN UKRAINE GOES BACK TO BEING THE MAIN TOPIC OF DISINFORMATION, 
ALMOST DOUBLING THE PERCENTAGE DETECTED IN SEPTEMBER 

The 28 organizations* part of the EDMO fact-checking 
network that contributed to this brief published a total of 
1.270 fact-checking articles in October 2022. 

Out of these articles, 274 (22%) focused on Ukraine-related 
disinformation; 111 (9%) focused on COVID-19-related 
disinformation; and 121 (10%) focused on climate change-
related disinformation.

The percentage of detected disinformation about the war in 
Ukraine passed from 12% in September to 22% in October, 
and the share was significantly higher – sometimes above 
50% – in different Central and Eastern European countries.

* Organizations that contributed to this brief: 15min, AFP, 
Correctiv, Delfi, Demagog (Pl), DW, Eesti Päevaleht, EFE 
Verifica, Ellinika Hoaxes, Eurocomunicare, Faktabaari, 
Factcheck Vlaanderen, Källkritikbyrån, Knack, Lakmusz, 
Maldita, Nieuwscheckers, Newtral, PagellaPolitica/Facta, 
Poligrafo, Pravda, PressHUB Romania, Re:Baltica, The 
Journal Fact-Check, TjekDet, Verificat, VerificaRTVE, 
VRTNWS
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DETECTED DISINFORMATION ABOUT UKRAINE IS ON THE RISE IN OCTOBER, 
WHILE DISINFORMATION RELATED TO  COVID-19 AND CLIMATE CHANGE IS 
GOING DOWN

% of COVID-19-related 
disinformation on total 
detected disinformation

% of Ukraine-related 
disinformation on total 
detected disinformation
% of climate change-related 
disinformation on total 
detected disinformation

October 2
022

September 2
022

August 
2022

July 2022

June 2022

May 2022

April 
2022

March 2022

February 2022

January 2022

December 2
021

November 2
021

October 2
021

September 2
021

August 
2021

July 2021

June 2021
0

60

50

40

30

20

10

5

55

45

35

25

15



European Digital Media Observatory 

MAIN NARRATIVES DETECTED: 

The main narratives conveyed by false news about the war in Ukraine are partially the same 
detected in the previous months (Ukrainians are largely pro-Nazi, Ukrainian refugees are not 
real refugees and European nations treat them better than their own citizens, the weapons 
provided by the West to Ukraine are sold on the black market, Russophobia is raging in 
Europe, Ukraine is exploited by so-called allies, sanctions are backfiring against EU countries) 
and partially new (in particular, different conspiracy theories blaming the West for Nord 
Stream pipelines explosions).

The main narratives conveyed by false news about COVID-19 are generally the same as those 
detected in the past. The false news about a Pfizer executive (Janine Small) admitting that 
the company did not test whether its COVID-19 vaccine stopped transmission of the virus 
before its launch – one of the most viral in the EU in October – gave new life to this line of 
disinformation.

The main narratives conveyed by false news regarding climate change detected in October 
are also similar to the ones detected during the summer. The narrative that ridicules and 
attacks climate activists gained traction this month, in particular because of false news about 
protests targeting famous paintings.

https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-briefs/
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/melas/ukrainos-ginkluotuju-pajegu-vadas-nedevejo-apyrankes-su-svastika-tai-optine-apgaule.d?id=91534165
https://factcheck.vlaanderen/factcheck/geen-bewijs-dat-luxewagens-toebehoren-aan-oekraiense-vluchtelingen
https://factcheck.vlaanderen/factcheck/geen-bewijs-dat-luxewagens-toebehoren-aan-oekraiense-vluchtelingen
https://napravoumiru.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32LL3J4
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/hintergrund/2022/10/06/waffenschmuggel-in-der-ukraine-das-steckt-hinter-den-behauptungen/
https://proveri.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32MH96U
https://faktantarkistus.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32KU79Q
https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/pasaulis/propagandininkes-auka-taip-nenori-sankciju-kad-net-prie-18-ilindo-i-striuke-karma-pasivijo-uzgauliojo-ukrainiecius-ir-del-sankciju-susalo-net-prie-18-57-1952652
https://rus.delfi.ee/statja/120083058/pravda-li-chto-v-bolnice-v-rige-
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32LK7NE
https://facta.news/notizia-falsa/2022/11/03/erik-ollsen-nord-stream/
https://kallkritikbyran.se/sa-sprids-bevisen-om-nord-stream-energikrisen-och-mahsa-amini/
https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-briefs/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/hamowanie-transmisji-czy-pfizer-musial-to-sprawdzic-w-badaniu/
https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-briefs/
https://facta.news/notizia-imprecisa/2022/10/24/quadro-monet-pure-patate/
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DETECTED DISINFORMATION ABOUT GAS CRISIS / PRICE CRISIS SLOWS 
DOWN IN OCTOBER

The main narratives detected in October are consistent with the ones detected in September 
(false news about drastic measures to save energy imposed by EU countries, about brutal 
repression of protests, or about harsh consequences of the crisis on the European people), 
but the volume is lower.

DETECTED DISINFORMATION ABOUT MIGRANTS IS GROWING IN OCTOBER 

Alongside with the narrative about a new wave of migrants arriving in Europe, detected in 
September and still existing in October, this month many false news targeted the topic of 
immigration, claiming that refugees are not real refugees, that migrants receive a favorable 
treatment from the authorities or that they are violent. In general, detected disinformation 
aims at conveying xenophobic and Islamophobic messages.

https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32KL8GD
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2022/10/26/video-showing-police-clash-with-protesters-about-rising-energy-costs-misinformation/
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2022/10/26/video-showing-police-clash-with-protesters-about-rising-energy-costs-misinformation/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/portugal-tem-os-combustiveis-mais-caros-da-europahttps://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/portugal-tem-os-combustiveis-mais-caros-da-europa
https://factcheck.vlaanderen/factcheck/zweedse-enquete-bevroeg-voormalige-vluchtelingen
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2022/10/26/gefaelschtes-dokument-nrw-polizeibeamte-sollen-nicht-straftaten-von-auslaendern-vertuschen/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2022/10/26/gefaelschtes-dokument-nrw-polizeibeamte-sollen-nicht-straftaten-von-auslaendern-vertuschen/
https://www.verificat.cat/es/fact-check/la-agresion-de-un-joven-a-un-anciano-no-se-ha-producido-en-cataluna-o-espana-sino-en-argentina-y-se-desconoce-la-procedencia-y-la-edad-del-atacante
https://facta.news/notizia-falsa/2022/10/10/rom-linciati-folla-milano/
https://www.vrt.be/vrtnws/nl/2022/09/29/check-neen-pakistaanse-minister-werd-niet-lastig-gevallen-omdat/
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NOT EU

EU + Norway

EU - No data

Misleading claims about a Pfizer executive 
(Janine Small) admitting that the company did 
not test whether its Covid-19 vaccine stopped 
transmission of the virus before its launch (e.g.).

Photos and a video of Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky standing in front of a green 
screen, presented as if these images offer proof 
that his videos published on social media are 
filmed in a studio and not on the ground as 
claimed (e.g.).

A public written statement by Donald Trump 
congratulating Elon Musk for buying Twitter and 
announcing his readmission on the platform 
starting on the 31st of October (e.g.).

“Erik Olsen”, the “lead investigator in charge of 
investigating the sabotage” of the Nord Stream 1 
and 2 gas pipelines in the Baltic Sea, died before 
revealing secrets about the investigation (e.g.).

THE four FALSE STORIES WITH 
THE WIDEST CIRCULATION IN THE 
EU IN october, BASED ON THE 
FACT-CHECKERS' REPORTS, WERE:

https://maldita.es/malditaciencia/20221107/pfizer-vacunas-covid-capacidad-reducir-transmision/
https://nieuwscheckers.nl/deze-foto-is-geen-bewijs-dat-zelensky-zijn-videos-in-scene-zet-met-behulp-van-green-screens/
https://www.newtral.es/comunicado-trump-twitter/20221102/
https://fakty.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32M23KH
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THE MOST SIGNIFICANT VERIFIED DISINFORMATION 
STORIES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL:

False, misleading, and manipulative 
claims about “Brussels failed 
sanctions” against Russia ahead of 
the national consultation about them 
(including: the sanctions were passed 
in an “undemocratic manner;” they 
do not hurt Russia’s economy; and 
they are the only cause of rising food 
prices that might lead to increased 
hunger in third world countries).

Czech Speaker 
of the Parliament 
recommended that 
neighbors “cook and 
shower together” to 
save on electricity.

Disinformation about 
national elections being 
rigged, with false news 
similar to the ones 
previously detected 
about US and French 
elections.

https://www.lakmusz.hu/orban-szerint-a-brusszeli-burokratak-dontenek-a-szankciokrol-de-valojaban-a-magyar-kormany-is-rendre-megszavazza-azokat-2/
https://www.lakmusz.hu/az-orosz-allaspontot-visszhangozza-a-kormany-amikor-a-szankciokat-teszi-felelosse-a-fenyegeto-ehinsegert/
https://napravoumiru.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32KP8BU
https://napravoumiru.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32KP8BU
https://rebaltica.lv/2022/10/nav-pamata-apgalvot-ka-velesanu-rezultati-nav-tiri-vai-velesanas-ir-nozagtas/
https://rebaltica.lv/2022/10/video-ar-pildspalvu-kuras-rakstito-viegli-izdzest-nav-uznemts-latvija/
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METHODOLOGY
The information contained in this brief was collected via a questionnaire sent to 

the fact-checking organizations that are part of the EDMO fact-checking network.

Reference period: 1-31 October 2022. Number of respondents: 28.
Main editor of this brief: Tommaso Canetta, Pagella Politica/Facta.

For further information: t.canetta@pagellapolitica.it.

EDMO has received funding
from the European Union
under Contract number: “LC-01464044”

https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-community/
mailto:t.canetta%40pagellapolitica.it?subject=

