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CLIMATE CHANGE, UKRAINE AND COVID-19 ARE STILL THE MAIN TOPICS 
OF DETECTED DISINFORMATION IN JULY, BUT THE MAJORITY OF DETECTED 
DISINFORMATION IS MISCELLANEOUS

The 23 organizations* part of the EDMO fact-checking 
network that contributed to this brief published a total of 
1.235 fact-checking articles in July 2022. 

Out of these articles, 198 (16%) focused on Ukraine-related 
disinformation; 128 (10%) focused on COVID-19-related 
disinformation; and 188 (15%) focused on climate change-
related disinformation.

Adding up the three main topics of detected disinformation, 
they account for less than 50% of the total detected 
disinformation. The majority of the detected disinformation 
is about various and different other topics.

* Organizations that contributed to this brief: 15Min, AFP, 
Correctiv, Delfi, Demagog (Pl), EFE Verifica, Ellinika 
Hoaxes, Eurocomunicare, Faktabaari, Faktisk, Factcheck 
Vlaanderen, FranceTv, Lakmusz, Les Surligneurs, 
Maldita, Newtral, PagellaPolitica/Facta, Poligrafo, Pravda, 
Re:Baltica, The Journal Fact-Check, Verificat, VerificaRTVE
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COVID-19�RELATED DISINFORMATION STAYS STABLE, WHILE UKRAINE 
RELATED DISINFORMATION KEEPS DIMINISHING

% of COVID-19 related disinformation on total detected disinformation
% of Ukraine related disinformation on total detected disinformation
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MAIN NARRATIVES DETECTED: 

The main narratives conveyed by false news about COVID-19 are 
similar to those detected in the past: vaccines are dangerous (e.g.), 
even lethal (e.g.), they can lead to miscarriages or infertility (e.g.), they 
hurt the children in particular (e.g.), and they can modify the DNA (e.g.).

The main narratives conveyed by false news about the war in 
Ukraine are also the same as those detected in the previous months: 
Ukrainians are Nazis (e.g.), Zelensky a corrupt (e.g.), Ukrainian 
refugees are violent and/or parasites (e.g.; e.g.), Russia is not to blame 
for the most notorious massacres (e.g.).

The main narratives conveyed by false news about climate change, as 
highlighted by an EDMO investigation published in July, are: climate 
change is not real and/or is not related to human activities (e.g.; e.g.); 
traditional media spread panic through false news and/or manipulated 
images (e.g.; e.g.); renewables, recycling, and electric vehicles are 
useless or dangerous (e.g.); climate movements are hypocritical and/or 
foolish (e.g.).

https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-briefs/
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32EG2WG
https://proveri.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32DU2HL
https://factcheck.vlaanderen/factcheck/nieuwe-studie-wijst-op-veiligheid-vaccins-niet-op-onvruchtbaarheid
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/melas/nusitaike-i-jautria-vieta-skelbia-kad-del-covid-19-vakcinacijos-masiskai-isaugo-vaikisku-karstu-pardavimai.d?id=90755021
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2022/07/25/dna-alter-firenze-tribunale-misinfo/
https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-briefs/
https://www.lakmusz.hu/nem-ukran-neonaci-hanem-egy-magyar-skinhead-basszusgitaros-pozolt-a-horvat-tengerparton/
https://napravoumiru.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32G29CF
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/ukrainiec-postrzelil-polke-w-rzeszowie-fake-news/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2022/07/29/nein-die-niederlaendische-regierung-zwingt-buerger-nicht-zur-aufnahme-von-gefluechteten/
https://verifica.efe.com/ataque-ruso-centro-comercial-kremenchuk-no-fue-montaje-ucraniano/
https://edmo.eu/2022/07/21/disinformation-about-climate-change-main-narratives-in-june-at-the-european-level/
https://www.newtral.es/helicoptero-provoca-incendio/20220723/
https://www.antifake.ro/fact-checking-ul-saptamanii-nasa-nu-a-anuntat-ca-schimbarile-climatice-ar-fi-cauzate-de-modificarile-orbitei-pamantului/
https://maldita.es/clima/20220729/border-crossing-conspiracy-chromatic-change/
https://www.verificat.cat/es/fact-check/espana-nunca-ha-alcanzado-los-50-c
https://maldita.es/clima/20220726/bulo-grupo-electrogeno-coche-electrico/
https://www.newtral.es/greta-thunberg-glastonbury-basura-bulo/20220706/
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FARMERS' PROTESTS IN THE NETHERLANDS BECAME A VIRAL 
TOPIC OF DISINFORMATION IN MANY EU COUNTRIES, BUT WHY?

- These protests are related to the Netherlands government’s plans to reduce harmful 
emissions. Climate change deniers and skeptics look positively at the protests and 
exploit them to foster their agenda (e.g.).

- The false news convey the narrative that ‘the people’ are revolting against a ‘globalist 
agenda’ that uses climate change as a pretext to oppress the population (e.g.; e.g.; 
e.g.).

- The clash between ‘people’ and ‘globalist elites’ (e.g.), together with the accusation 
against traditional media to hide the news (e.g.), and with the use of old and unrelated 
images and videos to portray a bigger and more popular movement (e.g.), make this 
disinformation phenomenon quite similar to the one analyzed in an EDMO investigation 
in November 2021 about COVID-19 related protests. Several  aspects are in fact 
typical of many other conspiracy theories. 

https://www.spiked-online.com/2022/07/19/these-farmers-are-fighting-for-us-all/
https://cinjenice.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32EG2X7
https://factchecknederland.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32EG63Thttps://factchecknederland.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32EG63T
https://www.newtral.es/bomberos-protestas-holanda/20220720/
https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/imagem-viral-nas-redes-sociais-agricultores-holandeses-roubam-jato-privado-do-primeiro-ministro
https://facta.news/fuori-contesto/2022/07/11/questa-e-una-protesta-degli-agricoltori-olandesi-ma-del-2019/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2022/07/13/foto-von-bauernprotesten-in-den-niederlanden-ist-schon-2019-entstanden/
https://edmo.eu/2021/11/11/corona-sceptics-a-small-movement-trying-to-project-a-huge-shadow/
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NOT EU

EU + Norway

EU - No data

Weather maps are being manipulated to 
exaggerate climate change (e.g.; e.g.; e.g.).

Out-of-context videos and pictures associated 
with the protests of anti-government farmers in the 
Netherlands (e.g.).

The missile attack on the Amstor shopping center 
in Kremenchuk was a Ukrainian set-up to falsely 
accuse Russia, or a mere fire in an empty facility 
(e.g.).

Out-of-context pictures of the festival field in 
Glastonbury after Greta Thunberg’s performance 
(e.g.).

THE four FALSE STORIES WITH 
THE WIDEST CIRCULATION IN 
THE EU IN july, BASED ON THE 
FACT-CHECKERS' REPORTS, WERE:

https://nieuwscheckers.nl/rode-temperatuurkaarten-in-het-weerbericht-zijn-niet-van-recente-datum/
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20220719/bulos-manipulaciones-ola-calor-espana/2389545.shtml
https://rebaltica.lv/2022/08/vai-cilveki-tiesam-neietekme-klimata-parmainas/
https://faktantarkistus.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32EY6PA
https://fakty.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32DW4QX
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32DU2HQ
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THE MOST SIGNIFICANT VERIFIED DISINFORMATION 
STORIES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL:

To support the narrative 
that inflation is entirely 
caused by the war, the 
Orbán cabinet introduced 
a new term called ‘war 
inflation’. But inflation is 
deepened by the war, not 
exclusively created by it.

Several videos 
promoting ‘at-home’ 
abortions using 
unregulated methods 
(Vitamin C, mugwort, 
papaya seeds, ibuprofen 
etc.) have been 
circulating on TikTok 
since May, coinciding 
with the US Supreme 
Court’s decision to 
overturn Roe v Wade.

Qatar will impose 
prison sentences of 
between ‘seven and 
eleven years’ for 
anyone displaying the 
LGTBQ+ rainbow flag 
during the 2022 World 
Cup.

LGBTQ+

https://www.lakmusz.hu/csak-reszben-teheto-felelosse-a-haboru-a-gigantikus-merteku-inflacioert/
https://www.lakmusz.hu/csak-reszben-teheto-felelosse-a-haboru-a-gigantikus-merteku-inflacioert/
https://www.thejournal.ie/does-vitamin-c-iburofen-mugwort-tea-papaya-cause-abortion-5807471-Jul2022/
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METHODOLOGY
The information contained in this brief was collected via a questionnaire sent to 

the fact-checking organizations that are part of the EDMO fact-checking network.

Reference period: 1-31 July 2022. Number of respondents: 23.
Main editor of this brief: Tommaso Canetta, Pagella Politica/Facta.

For further information: t.canetta@pagellapolitica.it.

EDMO has received funding
from the European Union
under Contract number: “LC-01464044”

https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-community/
mailto:t.canetta%40pagellapolitica.it?subject=

