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DETECTED DISINFORMATION RELATED TO UKRAINE SIGNIFICANTLY DECLINES
IN EUROPE

30% The 25 organizations™ part of the EDMO fact-checking
70% Ukraine-Related network that contributed to this brief published a total
of 1.415 fact-checking articles in May 2022. Out of
these articles, 430 (30%) focused on Ukraine-related
disinformation.

After the record in March (59%), and the lower but still
relevant share in April (43%), the percentage in May is a
significant drop: when the main topic of disinformation was
the pandemic, these briefs never recorded such a drastic
decline, not until a new main topic of disinformation arised
209 (namely, the war in Ukraine itself).

50 This drop can be interpreted as a sign that the attention
45 - in the European media and public opinion towards the
40 - situation in Ukraine is progressively diminishing.

=39 * Organizations that contributed to this brief: 15Min, AFP,
Correctiv, Delfi, Demagog (Pl), Eesti Pdevaleht, EFE Verifica,
Ellinika Hoaxes, Eurocomunicare, Faktisk, Factcheck Vlaanderen,
France tv, Knack Magazine, Lakmusz, Les Surligneurs, Maldita,
Nieuwscheckers, Newtral, PagellaPolitica/Facta, Poligrafo, Re:

o q/gq/q, Baltica, The Journal Fact-Check, TjekDet, Verificat, VerificaRTVE



https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-briefs/#1645789434065-14f5328f-4517
https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-briefs/#1652683824455-504c0bad-6278
https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-briefs/
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COVID-19-RELATED DETECTED DISINFORMATION
IN MAY SLIGHTLY INCREASES

Out of the 1.415 fact-
checking articles
published in May by the
25 organizations™ part of
the EDMO fact-checking
network that contributed
to this brief, 156 (11%)
focused on COVID-19-
related disinformation. The
percentage is slightly higher
than the ones recorded in
the first two months of the
war in Ukraine.
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IN MAY, OTHER HEALTH-RELATED TOPICS BECAME ALSO TARGETS OF
DISINFORMATION

Monkeypox-related disinformation has been detected as massive spread all across
v .. Europe: relating it to COVID-19 (e.g. “Monkeypox is caused by the COVID-19
vaccines”), in the context of conspiracy theories (e.9.), in order to attack LGBTQ+
communities (e.g.), to promote miraculous medicines (e.q.), to attack Bill Gates (e.q.)
and others.

\\,\f@ The World Health Organization (WHO) was the target of disinformation in many

e European countries in the frame of conspiracy theories (e.g.) and, especially in Eastern
European (e.g.) countries and in Denmark (e.g.), for an alleged attempt to deprive the
States of their sovereignty in case of future pandemics.


https://www.lakmusz.hu/a-szakertok-szerint-lehetetlen-hogy-az-astrazeneca-covid-oltasa-miatt-jelent-volna-meg-a-majomhimlo-europaban/
https://rebaltica.lv/2022/05/socialajos-medijos-maldina-par-pertiku-bakam/
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20220519/bulo-viruela-mono-homosexuales/2350043.shtml
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32BM7CC
https://facta.news/fuori-contesto/2022/05/25/no-bill-gates-non-ha-previsto-una-pandemia-di-vaiolo-delle-scimmie/
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2022/05/18/poland-sweden-norway-sue-europe-chemtrails-disinformation/
https://www.antifake.ro/afirmatii-lipsite-de-dovezi-despre-cedarea-suveranitatii-nationale-catre-oms/
https://www.tjekdet.dk/faktatjek/who-kan-ikke-tvinge-alverdens-lande-til-indfoere-vaccinepas-og-krav-om-mundbind-med
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THE FIVE FALSE STORIES WITH
THE WIDEST CIRCULATION IN
THE EU IN MAY, BASED ON THE

FACT-CHECKERS' REPORTS, WERE:

B Finland is moving military equipment to its Eastern
border with Russia (e.q.)

@® Hitler had Jewish origins (Lavrov’s claim) (e.q.)

A The Ukrainian group Kalush Orchestra made the
Nazi salute at the Eurovision song contest (e.g.)

% The massacre in Uvalde, Texas, was carried out
by a transgender woman (e.g.)
\w'“km

@ Bill Gates foresaw a pandemic of monkeypox
virus (e.qg.)

The false stories about electoral fraud in France,
detected in the previous brief covering April 2022,
have been circulating also in May in at least 10
European countries: Poland, Belgium, Portugal,
Croatia, Greece, Germany, Austria, Romania,
Finland, Netherlands.


https://poligrafo.sapo.pt/fact-check/video-no-facebook-finlandia-esta-a-transportar-tanques-para-a-fronteira-com-a-russia
https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/pasaulis/adolfo-hitlerio-zydiskos-kilmes-misles-atsakyma-senele-nusinese-i-kapus-57-1675110
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20220517/ucrania-eurovision-saludo-nazi/
https://mailchi.mp/thejournal/theres-no-going-back-august-factcheck-631230
https://www.faktisk.no/artikler/jyy86/her-er-konspirasjonsteoriene-om-apekopper
https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-briefs/#1645789434065-14f5328f-4517
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UKRAINE-RELATED DISINFORMATION DETECTED IN
EUROPE FOCUSES MOSTLY ON UKRAINIAN REFUGEES

Despite the decrease in the volume of Ukraine related disinformation, the narratives identified in the previous
briefs continue to circulate in Europe. In May one primary target emerged: Ukrainian refugees.

This narrative has two main sub-narratives:

- Ukrainian refugees are violent (e.g.), spoiled (e.g.) and fascists (e.qg.)

- Ukrainian refugees receive preferential treatment (e.qg.)

Inverting the perspective, there is a narrative — less widespread than the previous one — that exploits
Ukrainian refugees to attack European nations and governments, accused of mistreating Ukrainians (e.g.) or
discriminating against them (e.qg.).

= QOther widespread false news about the situation in Ukraine were about the presence (and capture) of U.S.
officials on the ground (e.g.), about Zelensky’s drug addiction (e.g.), Bucha’s massacre being staged (e.g.)
and Nazi-sympathies of Ukraine’s allies (e.q.).


https://demagog.org.pl/analizy_i_raporty/10-zasad-jak-radzic-sobie-z-dezinformacja-o-przestepczosci-cudzoziemcow/
https://epl.delfi.ee/artikkel/120008651/faktikontroll-laeval-elavad-ukraina-pogenikud-ei-pane-paevast-paeva-pidu
https://fakty.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32BJ4DZ
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2022/05/13/nein-fluechtlinge-aus-der-ukraine-bekommen-in-deutschland-nicht-zehn-jahre-frueher-rente-als-deutsche/
https://rus.delfi.ee/statja/120008215/pravda-li-chto-velikobritaniya-planiruet-deportirovat-ukrainskih-bezhencev-v-ruandu
https://napravoumiru.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32BL9QB
https://proveri.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32B93NP
https://faktantarkistus.afp.com/doc.afp.com.329E2KX
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.329R2LG
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.329X8UT
https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-briefs/#1645789434065-14f5328f-4517
https://edmo.eu/weekly-insights/
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THE MOST SIGNIFICANT VERIFIED DISINFORMATION
STORIES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL:
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-+ The President of the B SS General Fritz von B Asingle eruption ofthe [l European Union
European Commission Scholz is the grandfather Etna volcano in Sicily banned crown
Ursula von der Leyen of German Chancellor put more than 10,000 symbols from
will abolish the right of Olaf Scholz times the CO2 into featuring on beer
veto in the defense field the atmosphere than glasses in Britain

mankind has produced
in its entire time on
Earth


https://www.knack.be/factcheck/factcheck-nee-de-duitse-bondskanselier-olaf-scholz-is-niet-de-kleinzoon-van-een-ss-generaal/
https://www.tjekdet.dk/faktatjek/hvad-er-der-med-den-eu-vetoret-som-kommissionsformanden-afviser-ville-droppe
https://www.tjekdet.dk/faktatjek/hvad-er-der-med-den-eu-vetoret-som-kommissionsformanden-afviser-ville-droppe
https://facta.news/antibufale/2022/06/09/uneruzione-delletna-non-produce-10mila-volte-la-quantita-di-co2-rilasciata-dallumanita-in-tutta-la-sua-esistenza/
https://facta.news/antibufale/2022/06/09/uneruzione-delletna-non-produce-10mila-volte-la-quantita-di-co2-rilasciata-dallumanita-in-tutta-la-sua-esistenza/
https://www.thejournal.ie/factcheck-crown-pint-glass-banned-eu-rules-5777946-May2022/
https://www.thejournal.ie/factcheck-crown-pint-glass-banned-eu-rules-5777946-May2022/
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METHODOLOGY

The information contained in this brief was collected via a questionnaire sent to
the fact-checking organizations that are part of the EDMO fact-checking network.

Reference period: 1-31 May 2022 Number of respondents: 25.
Main editor of this brief: Tommaso Canetta, Pagella Politica/Facta.
For further information: t.canetta @pagellapolitica.it.

* * EDMO has received funding
* * from the European Union
*

* & ** under Contract number: “LC-01464044"


https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-community/
mailto:t.canetta%40pagellapolitica.it?subject=

