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DETECTED DISINFORMATION RELATED TO THE WAR
IN UKRAINE KEEPS FALLING IN EUROPE IN JUNE

21%

Ukraine-Related

79%
The 25 organizations* part of the
EDMO fact-checking network that
contributed to this brief published
a total of 1.506 fact-checking
articles in June 2022. Out of these
articles, 311 (21%) focused on

Ukraine-related disinformation.

This percentage confirms the decreasing trend recorded in the last three months
that, as noted in the previous brief, it is likely to depend on a drop in the attention of
European media and public opinions for the Ukraine-related information.

The main narratives conveyed by false news are still about Ukrainian refugees being
violent or “parasites” in European societies (e.g.), about sympathies for nazism by
Ukrainians (e.g.) and their allies (e.g.), and about the economical consequences of
the war (e.g.). The Kaliningrad blockade also was the focus of many false news (e.g.).
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* Organizations that contributed to this brief: 15Min, AFP, Correctiv, Delfi, Demagog (PI),
DPA, Eesti Paevaleht, EFE Verifica, Ellinika Hoaxes, Eurocomunicare, Faktisk, Factcheck
Vlaanderen, Knack Magazine, Lakmusz, Les Surligneurs, Maldita, Nieuwscheckers,
Newtral, PagellaPolitica/Facta, Poligrafo, Re:Baltica, The Journal Fact-Check, TjekDet,
Verificat, VerificaRTVE


https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/melas/skleidzia-melus-esa-po-vieno-ivykio-uber-atsisake-teikti-paslaugas-ukrainieciams.d?id=90475569
https://www.tjekdet.dk/faktatjek/hagekors-i-storcenter-ss-symbol-paa-soldat-og-zelenskyj-med-jernkors-paa-troejen-her-er
https://ru.rebaltica.lv/archives/4296
https://www.newtral.es/alemania-desabastecimiento-crisis/20220604/
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32D34R9
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COVID-19 RELATED DETECTED DISINFORMATION
STABILIZES

B % of COVID-19 related disinformation
55 - on total disinformation

B % of Ukraine related disinformation
on total disinformation
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Out of the 1.506 fact-checking articles published in June by the 25 organizations”®
part of the EDMO fact-checking network that contributed to this brief, 175 (12%)
focused on COVID-19-related disinformation. For the fourth month in a row, the
percentage remains close to 10%.

But, for the first time since the beginning of the war, the detected disinformation
related to the pandemic and to Ukraine, combined, accounts for just one third
of the total detected disinformation.

The main narrative conveyed by false news is still the one regarding COVID-19
vaccines being dangerous, even lethal, or useless (e.g.; e.qg.).


https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/2022/06/18/22yrold-death-not-caused-by-vaccination/
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32C27HG
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DISINFORMATION DETECTED IN JUNE FOCUSES ALSO
ON LGBTQ AND CLIMATE CHANGE

Among the 25 fact-checking organizations part of the EDMO fact-checking
network that contributed to this brief, many reported false news about LGBTQ+
(June was the “Pride month” and that likely triggered a larger amount of related
disinformation than usual) and climate change.

False news about LGBTQ+ are, mainly:
- related to the Monkeypox virus (e.qg.)
- used to mock/attack progressive leaders (e.qg.; e.g.)
- exaggerations/lies about “politically correct” initiatives (e.g.)

False news about climate change convey, mainly, the following narratives:
- climate change is not real / not attributable to mankind (e.q.; e.q.)
- the climate movement is hypocritical — it doesn’t practice what it preaches
(e.q.)
- the media wants to create panic about climate change (e.q.)
- high pollution through renewables (e.q.)


https://www.lakmusz.hu/nincs-bizonyitek-arra-hogy-a-majomhimlo-csak-a-melegek-koreben-terjed/
https://verificat.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32DD7CR
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/20220623/brigitte-macron-operada-urgencia-prostata/
https://tenykerdes.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32DF993
https://verifica.efe.com/hielo-artico-no-se-expande-ni-nivel-maximo-30-anos/
https://faktencheck.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32CZ3KN
https://fakty.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32D6844
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/hintergrund/2022/06/21/streit-um-die-farbe-rot-warum-jeden-sommer-behauptet-wird-die-medien-wuerden-wetterkarten-manipulieren/
https://factcheck.vlaanderen/factcheck/windturbines-verliezen-geen-62-kg-%20per-turbine-aan-microplastic
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THE FIVE FALSE STORIES WITH THE WIDEST CIRCULATION
IN THE EU IN JUNE, BASED ON THE FACT-CHECKERS'

REPORTS, WERE:

B Pentagon admitted its involvement in secret biolabs in Ukraine (e.qg.)

® Chemtrails have been used/will be used in different countries to spread vaccines
from the sky (e.q.)

A ECDC has evidence of a link between monkeypox and a bioweapons laboratory in
Ukraine (e.g.)

% Ukraine flag’s colors have been added to the LGBTQ+ rainbow flag (e.g.)

& Eugen Schwab, father of Klaus Schwab (executive chairman of the World
Economic Forum) was a close confidante of Hitler (e.g.)

%}



https://www.antifake.ro/fact-checking-ul-saptamanii-afirmatii-eronate-%20si-lipsite-de-dovezi-despre-biolaboratoarele-americane-din-ucraina/
https://facta.news/notizia-falsa/2022/06/16/in-australia-non-sara-rilasciato-un-vaccino-in-cielo-tramite-scie-chimiche/
https://facta.news/fuori-contesto/2022/06/14/lecdc-non-collega-il-vaiolo-delle-scimmie-ai-laboratori-ucraini/
https://rus.delfi.ee/statja/120014880/pravda-li-chto-k-flagu-lgbt-dobavili-cveta-ukrainskogo-flaga
https://proveri.afp.com/doc.afp.com.32CY942
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THE MOST SIGNIFICANT VERIFIED DISINFORMATION
STORIES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL:
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mmmm Monkeypox is spreading — The dramatic decline in the
exclusively among gay men, number of organ donations
that’s why it’s also called in Germany is linked to
the “gaypox” and why “gay the interruption, due to the
parades” should be banned war, of an organ trade that

was orchestrated by the
Ukrainian government

9

A map of Sweden allegedly

()

The UN did warn of

from 1986, compared “500 million refugees on
with a map from this year, their way from Africa to
demonstrates that there Europe”

Isn’t currently a heat wave
iIn Europe


https://dpa-factchecking.com/germany/220602-99-522683/
https://www.lakmusz.hu/nincs-bizonyitek-arra-hogy-a-majomhimlo-csak-a-melegek-koreben-terjed/
https://maldita.es/clima/20220623/mapa-suecia-1986-verano-2022/
https://www.thejournal.ie/debunk-refugees-europe-5800739-Jun2022/
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METHODOLOGY

The information contained in this brief was collected via a
guestionnaire sent to the fact-checking organizations that are part
of the EDMOQO fact-checking network

Reference period: 1-30 June 2022. Number of respondents: 25.
Main editor of this brief: Tommaso Canetta, Pagella Politica/Facta.
For further information: t.canetta @pagellapolitica.it.

o EDMO has received funding
* »  from the European Union
T under Contract number: “LC-01464044"


https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-community/
mailto:t.canetta%40pagellapolitica.it?subject=

