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UKRAINE-RELATED DISINFORMATION 
IN MARCH 2022 WAS THE BIGGEST 
DISINFORMATION PHENOMENON 
EVER RECORDED BY THE EDMO 
MONTHLY BRIEFS

The 20 organizations* part of the EDMO fact-checking 
network that contributed to this brief published a total 
of 1.620 fact-checking articles in March 2022. Out of 
these articles, 959 (59%) focused on Ukraine-related 
disinformation. 

This percentage is the highest ever recorded by these 
briefs regarding the share of a single topic on the total 
disinformation detected. The previous record was about 
COVID-19-related disinformation, which weighted for 51.5% 
in December 2021.

* Organizations that contributed to this brief: AFP, Correctiv, 
'HOÀ��'HPDJRJ��3O���(OOLQLND�+RD[HV��(XURFRPXQLFDUH��
)DNWLVN��)DFWFKHFN�9ODDQGHUHQ��)UDQFH�WY��.QDFN�
0DJD]LQH��0DOGLWD��1LHXZVFKHFNHUV��1HZWUDO��2VWUR��
PagellaPolitica/Facta, Poligrafo, Re:Baltica, The Journal 
)DFW�&KHFN��7MHN'HW�9HULÀFD579(

,W·V�ZRUWK�QRWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WKDW�
FRQWULEXWHG�WR�WKLV�EULHI�������LV�D�QHZ�UHFRUG��DQG�VR�LV�WKH�
QXPEHU�RI�FRXQWULHV�FRYHUHG���������(8���1RUZD\��

The situation in Ukraine strongly mobilized the 
fact-checking community and its coordination efforts.

59%
Ukraine-Related

41%
Other

https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Seventh_Fact-Checking_Report_Jan_2022_H.pdf#page=2


European Digital Media Observatory COVID-19 RELATED 
DISINFORMATION IS ALMOST 
VANISHING 

Out of the 1.620 fact-checking articles published 
in March by the 20 organizations* part of the 
EDMO fact-checking network that contributed to 
this brief, 144 (9%) focused on COVID-19-related 
disinformation. 

The share is less than one third of the previous 
one, which was already the minimum ever 
recorded by these briefs. 

The drop in the number of cases in the EU is 
only a partial explanation. The rise of a new, all-
embracing topic like the war in Ukraine relegated 
the pandemic at the margins of public debate.
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https://edmo.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Eighth_Fact-Checking_Report_Mar_2022_V.pdf#page=2
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NOT EU

EU + Norway

EU - No data

Ukraine hosts secret US bio-labs (e.g.)

0DULXSRO·V�KRVSLWDO�ZDV�QRW�ERPEHG�E\�5XVVLD�
and the attack was staged by the Ukrainians 
forces (e.g.)

Victims in the Ukraine war are actually actors (e.g.)

CNN is spreading false news about the war in 
Ukraine (e.g.)

THE four FALSE STORIES WITH 
THE WIDEST CIRCULATION IN THE 
EU IN MARCH, BASED ON THE eu 
FACT-CHECKERS REPORTS, WERE:

https://facta.news/notizia-falsa/2022/03/01/no-in-ucraina-non-ci-sono-laboratori-biomilitari-gestiti-dagli-stati-uniti/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2022/03/18/ukraine-mariupol-nein-diese-fotos-verletzter-frauen-belegen-keinen-inszenierten-angriff/
https://proveri.afp.com/doc.afp.com.327P8L2
https://www.newtral.es/cnn-explosion-ucrania/20220323/
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THE 9 MAIN NARRATIVES DETECTED IN DISINFORMATION 
CIRCULATING IN THE EU IN MARCH ARE:

5XVVLDQ�LQYDVLRQ�RI�8NUDLQH�LV�DFWXDOO\�MXVWLÀHG�
(e.g. there was a genocide of the Russian-
speaking population in Donbass; NATO broke a 
deal signed with the Ussr in 1991; US bio-labs in 
Ukraine needed to be destroyed, etc.)

Calumnying Volodymyr Zelensky (he is a Nazi, a 
satanist, a drug addict, a coward, etc.)

Ukrainians and Ukrainian forces are largely Nazi 

3UR�8NUDLQH�ZDU�SURSDJDQGD��H�J��¶*KRVW�RI�.LHY·�
mythology)

Western traditional media spread false news/
false images about the war (e.g. about the Bucha 
massacre or the Mariupol hospital bombing)

Ukrainian refugees are violent, fascists, thieves etc.

Humanitarian aid to Ukraine is useless (e.g., 
medicines and food are thrown away, and the human 
DVVLVWDQFH�WUXFNV�DUH�LQVWHDG�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�ZHDSRQV�

Exaggerated russophobic sentiment in European 
countries

Exaggerated negative economical consequences of 
the war and of the sanctions in Europe

These narratives are supported by many false news widely spread all across Europe, as detected also in 
('02·V�:HHNO\�%ULHI on Ukraine-related disinformation. The amount of identical or similar hoaxes detected 
simultaneously in different EU countries is unrivaled in previous briefs.

An alarming phenomenon, common to many EU countries, is the emergence of self-appointed “fact-checking” 
Russian outlets that spread Russian propaganda and disinformation.

https://edmo.eu/2022/03/18/5-disinformation-narratives-about-the-war-in-ukraine/
https://edmo.eu/2022/03/18/5-disinformation-narratives-about-the-war-in-ukraine/
https://edmo.eu/2022/03/17/russian-propaganda-disguising-as-fact-checking-a-statement-from-the-edmo-taskforce/
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THE MOST SIGNIFICANT VERIFIED DISINFORMATION 
STORIES AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL:

     LITHUANIA 

Lithuanians buy in bulk in 
Belarusian supermarkets, 
forming queues at border 
checkpoints

    CZECH REPUBLIC:

The Czech government 
is planning mandatory 
conscription for all citizens 
from 18 to 60

SPAIN:

Supply shortage in 
Spain due to the war

+81*$5<�

Ukrainian far-right 
nationalists attacked 
the town hall of a ethnic 
Hungarian town in 
Western Ukraine

https://www.delfi.lt/ru/detektor-lzhi/lozh/fejk-litovcy-massovo-zakupayutsya-v-belorusskih-supermarketah.d?id=89728789
https://napravoumiru.afp.com/doc.afp.com.326N7LE
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20220311/audios-alarmistas-desabastecimiento-alimentos-gasolina/2308640.shtml
https://tenykerdes.afp.com/doc.afp.com.324D76T
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METHODOLOGY
The information contained in this brief was collected via a questionnaire sent to 

the fact-checking organizations that are part of the EDMO fact-checking network.

Reference period: 1-31 March 2022 Number of respondents: 20.
Main editor of this brief: Tommaso Canetta, Pagella Politica/Facta.

For further information: W�FDQHWWD#SDJHOODSROLWLFD�LW.
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