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False information circulating on the war: 4 Categories and their narratives 

→ 16% of analyses did not fall in any of the above trends, as they cover various random topics (e.g., here & here).

→ 42% of analysis

Compromising Ukrainians’ image 

Category #1

Ukrainians are violent nationalists and anti-Polish 

(e.g., here)

Ukrainians are Nazis (e.g., here)

Ukrainians are corrupted and embezzling int. aid 

funds (e.g., here)

Ukrainians part of a world conspiracy (e.g., here)

Ukrainians refugees are parasite (e.g., here)

Damaging Zelensky’s public figure 

→ 16% of analysis

Category #3

Attacking NATO and Ukraine’s 

foreign supporters 

→ 20% of analysis

Category #2

Leopard tanks

→ 6% of analysis

Leopard tanks are made in China (e.g., here)

Leopard tanks are useless (e.g., here)

Tanks were delivered to Ukraine before the official

announcement (e.g., here)

Category #4

NATO is militarily involved in the war (e.g., here)

EU sanctions to Russia and inflation are backfiring on

EU populations (e.g., here)

Ukraine supporters are divided e.g., here)

Zelensky is a liar (e.g., here)

Zelensky is a warmonger (e.g., here)

https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/kazdy-polak-moze-zarobic-dzieki-nowemu-gazociagowi-to-scam/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2023/01/06/nein-dieses-foto-zeigt-kein-kind-das-einen-russischen-angriff-ueberlebte/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/ukrainskie-wladze-planuja-wyrznac-polakow-to-fake-news/
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.33679PM
https://facta.news/immagine-modificata/2023/01/11/forbes-tabella-politici-ucraini/
https://demagog.org.pl/fake_news/pandemia-wojna-i-walka-z-ociepleniem-czescia-spisku-falsz/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2022/12/14/nein-auf-mallorca-werden-keine-hotels-mit-deutschem-steuergeld-fuer-ukrainische-gefluechtete-umgebaut/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/luxembourg/230201-99-437101/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/netherlands/230126-99-364110/
https://www.knack.be/factcheck/factcheck-geen-bewijs-dat-deze-amerikaanse-tanks-op-weg-zijn-naar-oekraine/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2023/01/26/nein-dieses-selenskyj-bild-stammt-nicht-vom-spiegel/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/netherlands/230111-99-178410/
https://factuel.afp.com/doc.afp.com.337T7DE
https://www.knack.be/factcheck/factcheck-nee-deze-video-is-geen-bewijs-dat-zelensky-een-bezoek-aan-bachmoet-in-scene-zou-hebben-gezet/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2023/01/26/nein-dieses-selenskyj-bild-stammt-nicht-vom-spiegel/


EARLY-WARNING: WHAT TO EXPECT

Disinformation on the travel of representatives of EU institutions to Kyiv (February 2023)

Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission, was in Kyiv on 2 February 2023 

with 15 other Commissioners. The meeting was an occasion to discuss relief support, 

reconstruction, reforms and targeted cooperation with Ukraine.

On 3 February, Ursula von der Leyen and Charles Michel (President of the European Council) 

are meeting Volodymyr Zelensky for the 24th EU/Ukraine summit. This edition is the first one 

taking place since the beginning of the Russian invasion.

Discussions are ongoing about a 10th package of sanctions against Russia, which should be 

issued by 24 February 2023 to mark the first anniversary of the Russian aggression on Ukrainian 

territory.

The disinformation linked to those events will likely grow in the coming days.

https://twitter.com/EU_Commission/status/1621115248705953793?s=20&t=CmOzdyQKMIRE-A0WfdmHOg
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_461
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/international-summit/2023/02/03/


DATA PROVIDED BY EDMO’S FACT-CHECKING NETWORK

In total, 1962 analyses have been provided

by EDMO's fact-checking network partners since

24 February 2022, out of which 64 were covered by

this report (12.12.2022 to 1.02.2023).

Share of categories in the

fact-checking analysis published 

by the EDMO network between 

12.12.2022 and 1.02.2023

Organisations contributing to EDMO’s repository of fact-checking analyses

• DPA Austria

• Mimikama,

• AFP Factuel,

• DPA Belgium,

• Factcheck Vlaanderen,

• Knack,

• AFP Proveri,

• AFP Na pravou míru,

• TjekDet,

• Eesti Päevaleht,

• AFP Faktantarkistus

• AFP Factcheck

• AFP Factuel

• Correctiv

• DPA Germany

• AFP Faktencheck

Germany/Austria

• AFP Factcheck Greek

• EllinikaHoaxes,

• AFP Tenykerdes,

• The Journal – FactCheck

• FactaNews

• Pagella Politica

• Re:Baltica

• Delfi

• DPA Luxembourg, 

• AFP  Faktencheck Netherlands

• DPA Netherlands

• Faktisk.noProvera činjenica,

• AFP Sprawdzam, 

• Demagog

• Polígrafo,

• AFP Verificat,

• AFP Fakty

• Ostro,

• AFP Comprovem

• AFP Factual

• EFE Verifica

• MALDITA.ES, 

• Newtral, 

• Verificat, 

• 15 min

• Källkritikbyrån

• DPA Switzerland

https://edmo.eu/war-in-ukraine-the-fact-checked-disinformation-detected-in-the-eu/
dpa-factchecking.com
https://www.mimikama.at/
https://factuel.afp.com/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/about/belgium/
https://factcheck.vlaanderen/
https://www.knack.be/nieuws/
https://www.afp.com/en/agency/afp-in-world/sofiabulgaria
https://www.knack.be/nieuws/
https://napravoumiru.afp.com/list
https://www.tjekdet.dk/faktatjek/video-af-ukraines-praesidents-overgivelse-er-manipuleret
https://epl.delfi.ee/
https://faktantarkistus.afp.com/list
https://factcheck.afp.com/
https://factuel.afp.com/
https://correctiv.org/
https://www.dpa.com/en/
https://faktencheck.afp.com/list
https://factcheckgreek.afp.com/list
https://www.thejournal.ie/factcheck/news/
https://www.ellinikahoaxes.gr/?__cf_chl_tk=kAp3U_qm7gAq11JygdM71ArvvtdQCEpBFmloz3LE0K0-1658482264-0-gaNycGzNCBE
https://tenykerdes.afp.com/list
https://www.thejournal.ie/factcheck/news/
https://factchecknederland.afp.com/list
https://facta.news/
https://pagellapolitica.it/
https://en.rebaltica.lv/
https://www.delfi.lt/en/business/delfis-lie-detector-the-best-fact-checking-success-story-in-europe-to-be-introduced-at-international-facebook-event.d?id=86237847
https://dpa-factchecking.com/luxembourg/
https://faktencheck.afp.com/list
https://dpa-factchecking.com/about/netherlands/
https://www.faktisk.no/
https://cinjenice.afp.com/list
https://www.knack.be/nieuws/
https://demagog.org.pl/
https://fakty.afp.com/list
https://comprovem.afp.com/list
https://factual.afp.com/
https://verifica.efe.com/
https://maldita.es/
https://www.newtral.es/
https://verificat.afp.com/afp-romania
https://www.15min.lt/
https://kallkritikbyran.se/
https://dpa-factchecking.com/


DATA PROVIDED BY EDMO’S FACT-CHECKING NETWORK

Number of disinformation items per platforms

(Facebook, Twitter, News Agency, Other)

Outlets used to convey disinformation

(Video, Photo, Text)

This data has been extracted from the fact-checking analyses published by EDMO's fact-checking network



METHODOLOGY

The information contained in this brief is based on EDMO’s repository of fact-checking analyses

on the war in Ukraine. The repository’s items are provided by the fact-checking organisations that 

are part of the EDMO fact-checking network.

Reference period: 12 December 2022 – 1 February 2023. Number of analyses studied: 64.

Responsible EDMO organisations: European University Institute/School of Transnational 

Governance; Pagella Politica/Facta.news.

Main editors of this report: Louise Carnapete, EDMO/School of Transnational Governance; Geisa

Conceicao Cipriani, EDMO/School of Transnational Governance.

For further information: edmo@eui.eu
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